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1, In addition to augmentation two C-97's requested by JCA-USA, 
JCA-USA has now requested a C~97 to replace the C~97 which crashed 
Uli Airfield night of May 7. C-97 which crashed was total loss 
due nature crash and reported but unconfirmed strafing shortly 
thereafter. USG considers it has obligation to maintain level 

of Foue297 een Sao Tome. Therefore, decision has been made 

to supply one C-97 to JCA-USA as soon as possible. 

d,. "We wi 11 Sumbaneet ent “aceisiun ce S04 anid eked aadsa 
tomorrow, May 16th. We will also call in Ambassador Iyalla 
Friday afternoon, May 16, and inform him of this deeiss decision. 


‘Ferguson 
Following is a message from/ma to General Gowon which should be 


presented to him as soon as possible. 
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3. QTE. Dear General Gowon: Recently one of the four C-97 
aircraft sold by the USG to the Joint Church Aid relief group 


crashed while delivering relief supplies at Uli Airport. The 


plane suffered damage to such an extent that it will be impos- 
sible to return it to operational condition. 

I have received a request from the JCA group for a C~97 
to replace the destroyed aircraft. Since the original intent i 
of the agreement with Joint Church Aid, which was communicated 


to your Government, was that the United States: Government 


would maintain JCA's operational capacity at four C=-97's, we 


have an obligation to provide JCA with a replacement for the 


lost plane. 


The decision to replace the destroyed C-97 is, of course, 


entirely separate from any decision concerning the two additional _ 


C-97's requested by JCA-USA in order to augment their present 


operational fleet. As you are aware, a decision on this matter 


is in abeyance because of my own strong conviction that a 
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better solution to the relief problem can be found. At the “] 
\ 


invitation of Dr. Arikpo, I shall be coming to Lagos about the 


23rd of this month to continue discussions on the Cross River 


and. other surface corridors. 


Let me again express my personal appreciation for the humane 


concern evinced by yourself and your government for the wk 
welfare of all of the people of Nigeria. My best wishes and 
sincere regards, C, Clyde. Ferguson, Jr. UNQTE. 

Ferguson 
4, As stated in the letter, /£ now plansto arrive in Lagos 
May 23rd hopefully after meeting with Dr. Arikpo in The Hague. 
The following letter should be given to Dr. Arikpo immediately 


and his response obtained as soon as possible. 


5. QTE. Dear Dr. Arikpo: On behalf of myself and my family — 


I should like to express my appreciation for the condolences 
of yourself and the people of Nigeria. Your expression of 


sympathy will be of great personal epmkxnk comfort to me in the : 


difficult days ahead. nee | 


Drafted by: Telegraphic transmission and 


classilication approved by: 


Cloarances: 


=. Classification 


FORM ‘ 3 Z : oe ues. 
8-65 ee ghee! ne 


ct eo ANDI 


MARA Date _ 


r 


OUTGOING. TELEGRAM DJepartment of State oe 

INDICATE: eVects 3 

CO cHARGE T 5 
Classification w 


Paty ACTION: Amembassy LAGOS Page 4 
me 


As you know, I had intended to return to Lagos immediately nl 


after completing testimony before various of our Congressional 


committees interested in the relief operations in Nigeria. But, 


the sad events of last week forced a short postponement. I have 
now been informed that you will be in The Hague for a few days 
beginning May 8% 20. T had myself planned to call on Foreign 
Ministry officials at The Hague Monday, May 19, while enroute 

to Lagos. In light of your own travel plans, I would be more 
than happy to call upon you at The Hague for a brief chat. 


Recently I was assured by representatives of the secessionists 


here in the United States that they are now prepared to engage 


in conversations with representatives of the Federal Military 


Government regarding the proposed Cross River relief route and 


related matters. Moreover, they indicated that they are prepared 


to commence such conversations immediately. 
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It is apparent that the next step is the identification | 


of an appropriate meeting site. In this connection I have 


attached a memorandum for consideration by your Government. 


I should hope that if you and I are able to meet in The Hague 
that we will be able to reach some initial agreements on 
acceptable sites for conversations. 

As you know, our Government has not yet responded to the 
rather urgent request by the Joint Church Aid group for additional 
C-97's. On the other hand our Government does propose to replace 
the C-97 which recently crashed at Uli. This is in accordance 
with the intent of the original wmderstanding with Joint Church 
Aid to maintain the level of C-97's at four. 


I am looking forward to meeting you again and, once more, 


my BRExsmax personal thanks for your kind sms consideration. 


Best personal regards, Sincerely, C. Clyde Ferguson, Jr. 


Attachment: As stated. UNQTE. 
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6. Following is separate memorandum to be attached to letter =] 


to Dr. Arikpo. QTE. Memorandum: In discussions by C. Clyde 


Ferguson, Jr., Special Coordinator on Relief to Civilian Victims 

_both parties | 
of the Nigerian Civil War, with representatives of/khexRedeax | 
to the conflict 
RedSvasxNac Kea syx Cavern msns xansxvapRasinkaki ues xokxKhexRrakcan | 


aukhexkkkes regarding proposals for the establishment of surface | 
relief routes, it was understood that conversations between | 
ihe settee in the Civil War on the modalities of the proposed 

routes would be appropriate. Representatives of both sides 

have now conveyed agreement in principle to one such route. 


Moreover, during the course of previous conversations several 


possible sites for such conversations were suggested by. the 


respective representatives and by the Special Coordinator. 


Recent developments in military activities and relief operations 


now appear to make such conversations even more urgent than they 


were earlier. Consequently, it would be very much appreciated 
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if you could inform the Special Coordinator at the earliest =) | 


possible date gfxthexxiewsxp£xkhexeonpEsEns xavEhovsexEsxasxED 


the acceptability or non-acceptability of the following cities 


as likely sites for conversations: Niamey, Cotonou, Accra, 
Para. 


Monrovia, #a Dakar and London or Washington (New York)./ Of 
the... 


course, none of the governments of the nations (includ ing/sHaxx : 
appropriate authorities in the 
w€xkhe United States) in which the foregoing cities are located 
have been approached for their consent. The United States 
Government is prepared, however, to use its good offices 

with the appropriate government to secure the necessary consent 


in the event a mutually acceptable site can be identified. 


Moreover, in the event particular sites would raise problems 


of access to communication facilities, the United States Government 
is prepared to make available suitable radio communication 


equipment to either side upon request. The United States 


Government would wish to consider the provision of such equipment — 
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as a helpful contribution to the humanitarian relief effort. “| 


7. In presenting foregoing messages and to assist FMG under- 


Standing of our position, you may make oral reference to fact 


that we are disturbed at reports we have received that crashed 


C-97 was strafed next day on airfield by Federal aircraft and 
We are looking into this matter and would appreciate 


burned. [EMGomexccbex xbaopoee i sOHCOieK RHIXZEX SOE ACEI BERBER, 


any information the FMG can supply. 
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Ferguson arrives London Monday May 19 via Pan Am 106. 


Desires meeting with Foley. Expect depart for Hague 


<$/ | 
(76 IC | 


late Monday PM. 
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END 
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STATE 


1. Ferguson welcomes appointments with Foley and Tebbit as \ 
: v2 
arranged. 
| \ oN 
2. Request Embassy reserve day-use room Europa Hotel aS 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please book Ferguson on flight to Amsterdam 
or Rotterdam at 9 and 10:00 p.m., subject later mam cancellation 


one flight. 


RICHARBSON 
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1. Ferguson available meet with Pope Paul June : or 2 re 


Nigeria/Biafra relief. Please confirm audience with 


Monsignor Bayer or in his absence Monsignor Gasparri, 


Under Secretary of the Consiglio per gli Affari Publici 


della Chiesa. 


End. 
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Subj: Strafing of CG-97 at Uli 
Ref; Cotonou 496 — Por 2959 BIRER A= FIBER if 
1. Reftel report of strafing and rocketing of C-97 at ULi on day 


following its crash not rpt not yet substantiated by other concrete 


s 
evidence, Was Leir of Balair eyewitness to incident? Would appreciate N 
verification and further info if possible, 
2. Lagos should check UK HICOM (or other sources) for any additional 
info on incident, 
3. FOR GENEVA: Does ICRC accept strafing as fact? 
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i be AS stated reftel, Ferguson arrive’ the Hague evening May 19, 
Aueeae May:20 and 21. He would like to meet with Huydecoper 
May 20 to discuss use of joint paper on which Schott and Dewey 
will work with MFA, Ferguson is sending Arikpo letter through 
Embassy LAGOS requesting that they meet for conversations. prior 
Ferguson's departure to Lagos. However, until we have a favor- 
able reply from Arikpo, we do not wish to tell Huydecoper that 


Ferguson has requested meet with Arikpo. 


2. We accept Huydecoper's suggestion that talks be held 


May 17 and 18. Dewey will arrive Friday afternoon from Geneva 


and Schott Saturday morning from Washington. 


RICHARDSON 
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| Bishop Swanstrgh has Pequested” ‘that. the U; 8. 
Government sell to Joint Church Aid (USA) two}. 
additional C-97's in order to -increase:the.total_ 
number of C-97's. -available:to JCA’ for. airlifting | 
relief supplies into the Biafran enclave. Originally, 
we sold to.JCA at a nominal price four C-97's. despite 
the active opposition of the Federal Government of * * 
Nigeria:.; The Federal Government’ is. presently aware. SD 
of JCA's request for two additional planes: and has: ge 2S 
made-its firm opposition to the sale. mown to the. =. FP 
W 
ra 


-Department.. The Nigerian Government | explicitly eo 
linked present negotiations concerning a ‘surface 
corridor with any sale: of the additional: aircraft’ 
to JCA. _ Negotiations on’ a: surface corridor are 
now.in an’ active phase and we: have assurances that . 
‘the Nigerian Government is prepared | to" app ove a 

ou ace corridor F plan. pe Se eae e re 


. Bishop. Svaneerou. is. aware : 1of, our problem: oF ee 
: releasing C=97's at. this time.” Extensive conversa-. 
- tions have been held with his. principal officer. in’ 
— “Ste charge of. the airlift, Mr. Edward Kinney, . and: James” 


. ‘MacCracken, “Director of Church. World Services, 
- which is. ‘a principal. partner, of: Catholic. aeler 
“. Services:in ‘the JCA: operation... n 
-. with them ways to: maximize. the. us: 
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the size of the complement. At the same time, we em a! (Ges 
are examining ways of improving their financial a = ee | 
position. They, on their part, are exploring the See Ny , 
possibility of procuring commercial aircraft,° ~ | 
pees ey, aircraft of prorat er Begtsery.. 


ee : F serene 
Buc a pe re a ne pena s+ (Sawa Ss Wace Spree ae TES 


Since Biches Swanaceon' s request for two. 
additional aircraft was received, one JCA C-97 
..crashed. while landing at.Uli.Airport... TRC CROW esr 


a nae ae IF se ee 


. was not injured, but’ the eae as a result 
Seviy whey th Riles SRRBAMASS -a.-total.loss.  We-have- anticipated... 


Sa phat request _ fora ‘replacement. for apie case and - 


de hat we ewill. make availabl, ea re 


For your background information, prior to _ 
the. introduction of the four C-97's in. January of ee soe 
this year, the total Sao Tome air ‘fleet. included~ 
six DC-6's, two DC~7's, one C-46, and one Constel- 
lation all flying an average of .70 tons nightly ; . 
..into: Uli. airfield....With, the introduction. 6£~the-: 2. 
four C-97's, two DC-6's and two DC-7's were. "aa 
dropped. Severe C-97 supply and maintenance 
problems resulted, however, in an initial net 
decrease in tons flow; but with refinements in 
the support system and extensive :help~from the . 
_ U.S. Air Force in finding parts, these planes have 
_-now .become..a .major. ingredient.. o£. the. airbridge... 
Airlift capacity has— recently peru averasing; ‘160 
. tons per night. 


a _Because-o£-the close ee lati oascwhio: alveadye =): Sek igat gad 
exist between. Bishop. Swanstrom. and Dr. ERTS USO, . Peete 4 
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and the possibility that Dr. Ferguson should 
brief Bishop Swanstrom more fully on the 
; negotiations surrounding a surface relief . 
en wate tes corridor; Li-is—feit~ -that--a-reply-to-the--—--=-—---—_---- —-—- —_- 
Bishop's cable should be made by Dr. bene See 
De cea Moreover, Dr. Ferguson.has already*replied: 2.3%! Ssseh irk 

to an earlier cable from- the Bishop concerning 
the same paniec es 


. RECOMMENDATION : : 
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eet “That ‘you. approve - “the~attached: reply:t to— 
Bishop ‘Swanstrom for signature bY Dr. Ferguson. 
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- + +) * THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 


To: The Secretary of State 


Dats; May 12, 1969 


ACTION REQUES TED 


——_— Draft reply for: 
President's signature. 
Undexsigned's. signature. . 


Memorandum. for use as enclosure to 
reply. 


__.____. Direct reply. ; 
Furnish information copy. 


_X_ Suitable acknowled gment or other 
appropriate handling. 
Furnish copy of reply, if any. 


For your information. 


For comment. 


REMARKS: 


Description: 


______. Letter: Telegram: Other: - 
-To: The Pre : 


NOTE 


Prompt action is essential. 


“If more than 48 hours? delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 


Code 1450. 


Basic corresp siete should be retus 


draft reply, memorandum, or coca is ‘re- 


quested. 


From: Bishop Swanstrom, ‘President, ‘Joint pains AID, USA, Rome 


Date: 5/11/69. 


Subject: Says in view of loss of 2 planes this week -- need for purchase of 2 additional 
planes which he requested recently more critical than ever. 


‘By direction of the President: - 


Johu R. Brown It 


WAI143 EB INTL 


ROMA 44 re 1030 7 i 3 | 
-THE PRESIDENT a4 os | | | ae : 
THE WHITE HOUSE e os Re oe cts Pea : a ores 
‘IN VIEW OF Loss ONE ICRC PLANE) AND. ONE. JOINT CHURCH aiD PLANE | : hol d ee : 
THIS WEEK UR NEED FOR THE Pumoiase: TWO: ADDITIONAL, ane —a : he ee 
2 PLANES WHIGH I REQUESTED RECENTLY Is NORE CRITICAL THAN EVER 4 : | 


BISHOP sygNsrRon PRESIDENT JOINT CHURCH AID “USA. 


DRAFT. 


Dear Bishop. Swanstrom:. 


~The’ “President has asked that: ne reply to your telegrams 


Pha ES: ‘hii requesting his assistance in “obtaining ¢ ‘two- additional : eee : 
Cr 97! 's for-the ICA, relief airlift, fron Sao Tome « E 
eee “AST Stated in ny: lettee to. you of May.” rae any increase 


win Us ‘Se Government - supplied aircraft. must be considered in’ _ 


the: aieke. oe its effect of on. present: éfforts to obtain. other 


= eee aise s 


—e Soy nese mee, Ape eee ‘ : 


relief routes. ‘At-the-gane.time,. however , we. “ahalmake. 


vevery / effort to assure that ‘the- original complenent. of: aie 


See TNS Soren Sk a, St ie imran St tr sae ge oe eerste ema a et, Sh gumeptedtt feet eames nae TLD ead cet nee eee ad cee os Sn tee eee ‘ . Lae oo gae aest 


airlift. ‘is maximized. 


Im order to assure ‘the continued effectiveness of the = 


JCA- -USA airlift, “the Department of: State ‘has approved the 


sale- of a feeplecensne aircraft for. the ce -97 which crashed | 


‘We ‘expect a ‘rapid’? 


: on’ Wiivaiesihip on Ene wishe! oe May 72" 


consummation of the sale and early delivery of this aircraft 


be, JCA-USA.. 


“You have my personal assurance that Oe request for’ the 


additional. C- 97! 's. will be kept mder. active consideration by. | 


my office. An augmentation of ‘your present complement oe tow 


SMost: Rev. ‘Rdward. ‘Swanstrom 
Executive Director’ 
Catholic Relief Services” 
350 Fifth Avenue. : 
New York New. Tork 10001. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Washington, 0.C. 20520 


May 14, 1969 


CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: S/S - Mr. John P. Walsh 

FROM: U/CF - C. Clyde Ferguson, a) 
SUBJECT: Bishop Swanstrom's Cable Regarding 


Attached is a suggested memorandum from 
yourself to Dr. Kissinger with a recommended 
to Bishop Swanstrom's cable. 


Attachment: 


_As stated. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


U/CF Mr. Dawson 


SUBJECT 


a Ss 
_XX Prepare a/Readxto Kissinger 
memo enclosing or containing: 
Draft reply for President's 
Signature. 
Draft reply for signature by 


Memo for use as enclosure to reply 
by White House. 


Direct reply: 


Furnish information copy under 
cover of a Read to 
memo. 

Comeback copy required for S/S. 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling: 
Furnish information copy of 
reply, if any, under cover of 
a Read to memo. 


XX _ Refer to White House request of 
Mrs. Davis, 5/6/69 ; 


FYI 


XX Due in S/S by 5/8 soe 


REMARKS: 


COpims TO: , | | 
Ue Mr. “Stempel f(w/att)  ~ 
AF - Mr. Alexander (w/att) 
‘10.7 Mr. Setland: (ulate) 


XXXXX Cormenixex recommendation.re reply. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ee aes EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
nate - ACTION SLIP 
WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL 


Telegram to the Pres. fm Bishop Swastpom dtd 5/2 re Biafra... 


2. 


CONTROL NO. 


W215 


pate §=5/7/69 


NOTES 


White House referrals must be 
answered within 48 hours unless 
otherwise noted. If deadline 
cannot be met, inform S/S 
immediately at extension given 
below. 


Direct replies to White House mail 
must be signed at the Assistant or 
Acting Assistant Secretary level. 


Unless otherwise noted, direct 
replies 2 depending upon the addressee 
of the incoming letter, must begin: : 
"The President has asked me to 
reply" or "Mr. has asked 5). 
me to reply; 


iF i 


Basic correspondence should be 
returned when draft reply, ie 
memorandum or comment or comeback»... 
copy for the White House is - 
requested. 


SSR ONS ESGEE ent ANE Por C ROMERO OR ATES RT 


Prepare a Read to 
memo enclosing or containing: 
Draft reply for President's 
signature. 
Draft reply for signature by 
Memo for use as enclosure to reply 3 
by White House. 
Comment or recommendation. 


‘Direct reply: 


Furnish information copy under 
cover of a Read to 
memo. . . . 
Comeback copy required for S/S. 


XAXXSuitable acknowLedgment.or other — 


Furnish information copy of 
reply, if any, under cover of 
a Read to memo.: 


Refer to White House request of 


___Due ga =/8 By 


.s RE Sates eS 


= Mr, 


; ; a “Moore Glatt) < 
- AF - Mr. "Alexander © Gate) 
100 Mr, Garland — Goulart) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
ACTION SLIP 
WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL 


appropriate handling: x ee 


Previous tel: fon Bishop. "Swans trou to. the President was, assigned 
. to U/CF under Action. Sup 7215, BUTTE? 


CONTROL NO: ms 


fom : 


NOTES 


White House referrals must be 
answered within 48 hours unless 
otherwise noted. If deadline 
cannot be met, inform S/S 
inmediately at Reebenst On given 
below. 


Direct regiiee to White House mail: 
must be signed at the Assistant or: 
Acting Assistant Secretary level.: 
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Unless. otherwise noted, direct ne 

“replies, 2 depending upon the addresse: 
of the incoming letter, must eee 
"The President has'asked me to 
reply’ or "Mr. has asked 
me to reply, 


ope npenpemtpen eto 


Basic correspondence should. be 
returned when draft reply, 
memorandum or comment or comeback _ 
copy for the White House is 
requested. 
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Secretariat ‘Staff 


ye | POL AD-9B AR er 


OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State 


INDICATE: CO cottect 


[T USE ie 


Ci cHarce To CONFIDENTIAL U 
Classification c 
ee ae 
Origin ECHION: US Mission Geneva yo | 5 Far 68 7 ie 
A STATE a“ : 


Info: 


ro 4 
REF; Geneva's 1383 p0¥ 2 


binso:; Kyxacxtoaapas me 


1. Gutman arrives 16 May TWA flight 830. Please meet and ea 
reserve hotel 3 days pending other arrangements for balance, = 
TDY. OS 
2, Schott arrives 20 May, 10:00 A. M KLM 331 from The Hague. a 


Request Mission make appointments for Schott and Gutman with 
Freymond, Lindt, if available, Schaedler, Basset, Frey, Gerber 
and others, Purpose of visit is to introduce Gutman, discuss 
general matters and Gutman's advisory and liaison role in 
planning and programming. We wish to allay any residual fears 
IGRC may have that Gutman will engage in auditing exercise of 
Sead kind, | | 


3. Decision regarding secretarial arrangements deferred until 


we can jointly determine added work load. Request Mission 


assign two offices and secretarial space for use Gutman and 


Ferguson staff, 


“a) a? END 
Dralted bys en eee 
U/GF:SCScho 15/69 1621 


Clearances: 


Telegraphic transmission and 


‘classification approved by: 
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Suin 1] ACTION: Amembassy COTONOU IMMEDIATE luwar6s 1B\Y2z 


Infos 


STATE 


FOR DAWSON FROM FERGUSON 


1. Until further notice you should remain in Cotonou and act 


CPIPL: =) 


in accordance with present instructions. 


RICHARDSON. 


End. 
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INFO. OCT” OL sEUR! 172AF! b2oF Oi sRSCOB1s/B6O: W 


Las camo canara cua. 


Ri 141033Z.MaY* 69: 

FM! AMEMBASSY* COPENHAGEN! 
TOMSECSTATE: WASHDC! 2480: 
INFO! AMEMBASSY OSLO: 


COOUND FET DEEPNI'T: 1 A LUCGRENHAGEN: 1316. 


‘\ gaa 
ee ee 


POL 1-9 Brame. Meg 


CeCe of State TELEGRAM © 


OL4755: - 
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HAVE: JUST RECEIVED: REFIT. Cle REGRET ¥Ou: APPARENTLY 
OID NOF- RECEXVE: OUR! 48¢- SOF: MAY: 12: REPORT ING: 

DR OF? MALLEY DISCOURAGED! BY: EXPERIENCE! ‘HERES. 
DEPARTED: GABON: MAY: 1G: VIA. -ABEDUAN: FOR: Uie Sia 


APPRECEATE YOUR: EFFORTS. AND: REGRET” INCONVENIENCE! 
CAUSEDo- 


BANE: 
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FM! AMEMBASSY' OSLO 
TO:-SECSTATE: WASHDC! 2498. 
INFO! AMEMBASSY' -COPENHAGENI 
AMEMBASSY ‘HELSINKI | 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

AMEMBASSY LONDON! 
AMEMBASSY-REYKUAVIK:! 
AMEMBASSY™ ROME: | 
AMEMBASSY* STOCKHOLM! 
AMEMBASSY > THE! HAGUE: 
USMIISSION: ‘GENEVA. 


LIMITED! OFFAICTALUUSE! OSLO: 1846: 


SUBUECT’ 


FURTHER! NORWEGI ANI ASSISTANCE: TOI CUVIETANU VICTIMS: 
INUNIGERTA/BIAFRA. : 


(REF OSLO™S: 18204 


GENEMA) i473: (NOTAL 


Ve -FONOFF! ( ARNESON}) “MAY? 13: GAVELEMBASSY: ‘FOLLOWENG? ENROUREWNORWEGE AN: 
STOCKFISH: TO: NEGERTA/BLAFRA, WHICH! SUPPLEMENTS: AND! AMPUTEES: oe 
INFOCREFTELS a mee 


Sh Be GON! PRESENTLY’ PLANNING! DONATE! 39090" “TONS: SHOCKFISHI 
- -FOBLNORWEGI AN: ‘PORT DIVIDED BETWEEN ICRC: -ANDi:NORWEGT AN: ‘CHURCH! 
© -EMBERGENCY. RELIEF! (NCER) 3. ‘STOCKFILSHI;COSTS* P2HMTELINONE - : 

-HRONER' ADDITYONAL!-COST OF!-COLLECTING#s ‘RACKIENG:AND!:SE 


TPPENG: oe 
TOL NORW 


GYAN) PORT: IS. ABOUT’ ‘ONE! THOUSAND!I.KRONER?! PER: ‘TOND FORD 
32.M NICEPONNARONE Ris PREV TOUBLIY, ‘GONI:DED NOT 
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PAY FOR! PACKING: ETC. WHICH! CHARGES: BORNE! BY RECEIVING! AGENCIES*. 


3e THE! 12908: TONS: STOCKFISH: DONATIONi ‘ANNOUNCED MAY*: Qe BY* 
GON! IS: PART’ OF!}:32%099: TONS: PARAS ‘2: ABOVE! AND! WELLI-GOi TOUNCER® - 


GON: COULD: ANNOUNCE! THIS: PART OF: PLAN: BECAUSEUNECESSARY® ‘5! 


MILLION! -KRONER: AVAILABLE! AND! THUS: PARLIAMENTARY APPROVALI . . 
NOT: RPT NOT REQUIRED 


“DECISION: ON: REMAINING: 24000: TONS: { VALUE! INCLUDING 
POLUECTINGy ETC® 1: MILLION: KRONER}) WHI CHI’ REQUIRES: ‘PARLILAMENTARY 
APPROVALS - WILL! BE: MADE! SHORTLY» PSSIBLY: ‘BY’ END OF: WEEK le - 
DESIGNATION! WILL BE: 5O@: TONS! ‘TO: NCER! AND! | s5@@TONS: ICRC. 


5° ANY: GON: CONTRIBUTION: TO! WORLD! FOOD! PROGRAM: (OSLO! 1820) 
WOULD: BE! IN: ADDI T TON! TO. 39890 TONS! DESCRIBED! THIS: TELte 


60 NORDIC: COMMITTEE: WHICH! MET ‘(OSLOtMAY* ‘QTE! ONLY EXCHANGED! 
INFORMATION. ‘UNQT E! OWE! UNDERSTAND! THAT: HESSCOMMETTEES - AS‘ 
PRESENTLY- ‘CONSTITUTED. Is: NOT ‘RPM: Not PLANNING: OFF TCT ALLY ‘TO: 
COORDINATE! NORDIC! AID: TO! BI AFRA, BUT. RATHER!. TOUSERVE!: “ASS (NORDICi 


INFORATMION! EXCHANGE! THIS: SUBUECTs NorDATE::SET* “FORE NEXT® MEETING ® 


EXEMPT > TIBBETTS: 
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5/20/69, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: May 14, 1969 


? 


SUBJECT: Nigerian Relief 
PARTICIPANTS: Dr. Kenneth O. Dike, Roving Representative 
of Biafra 


Ambassador Timothee N' Guetta Ahoyd, 
Embassy of the Republic of Ivory Coast 

Dr. C. Clyde Ferguson, Special Coordinator 
on Nigerian Relief 

Mr. Stephen C. Schott, U/CF 


COPIES TO: 5S D ~ DOD Amembassy LAGOS 
U INR/OD AF-4 
) S/P U/CF-2 
C WH TO 
S/S.2. OTA * AID 


Dr. Dike stated that he had sought an appointment with 

Dr. Ferguson in order to explain to him some of the background to 

the Civil War in Nigeria. The principal point that he made was 
that relief was inextricably bound up with some of the political | 
issues and, therefore, he hoped that Dr. Ferguson would be willing 
to make his voice heard on the political issues as well as the 
relief issues. He also expressed the opinion that the war could 
not be resolved by a military victory of the Federal Government. _ 
over the secessionists, and that there must be a peaceful. settlement 
to it. He also said that he regretted very much that the U.S., — 
although declaring itself neutral in many ways, “prejudiced its: 
position in saad small Ways: which revealed its Erue: attitude.’ 


“De. Ferguson stated that he. was well aware of ‘the political 
issues involved in relief; however, his mandate was. to deal with 
the relief problems and only the relief problems, — Therefore, he. 
was obliged: to press: ‘ahead to obtain as much agreement” as. he could 
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On an adequate level of relief and a means of delivering 
it. Nevertheless, he would not be a stumbling block to 
discussions of a truce or political settlement if the 
parties had first come together to discuss relief. 


Dr. Ferguson told Dr. Dike that there already was 
Substantial agreement on surface corridor proposals and 
that he was now trying to get an agreement from both 
Sides to meet at a commonly agreed site to work out a 
viable modus operandi. It was recognized that this might 
present both sides with an opportunity to discuss other 
matters as well as relief. If such were to happen, he 
felt sure that the U.S. would not withdraw its good offices. 
However, he himself would have to seek new instructions 
from the Department. 


With regard to sites, Dr. Ferguson noted that Addis 
Ababa apparently would not appeal to the Biafrans, but 
that perhaps London would be acceptable. Dr. Dike 
expressed doubt about London, saying that the atmosphere 
there was prejudiced. Dr. Ferguson mentioned that he 
was preparing an approach to both the Federal Government 
and the Biafran authorities on the question of site 
selection. 


Dr. Dike said that it would be a mistake for Ferguson 
to believe that this was solely an African affair; and, 
he suspected the good faith of statements that it could 
be settled by Africans. He went on to express the opinion 
that the U.S. should recognize that it was the only country 
‘which could bring a resolution to the problem. Furthermore, 
the interested parties should not have a rigid concept of 
the term, "one Nigeria'' since there were many possibilities 
for solution that would preserve the unity of Nigeria. 


Dr. Ferguson responded that he still believed that this 
is an African problem which should be solved by Africans. 
However, he recognized the involvement of other European 
powers in African affairs. Nevertheless, the U.S. would not 
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become embroiled politically or militarily in the Nigerian 
Civil War. On the other hand, we were prepared to offer 
our good offices to both parties, and he personally 
recognized that there were many gradations of Sovereignty 
which would offer the Biafran people a degree of autonomy 
and security satisfactory to them within a united Nigeria. 
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1. Schott, Dewey will arrive for talks with Huydecoper May 16 
and 17, Dewey will arrive from Geneva late afternoon on 15th for 
preliminary technical discussions on l6th. Will cable ETA from 
Geneva. Request hotel reservation May 15-19, 

2. Schott will arrive on 17th to continue discussions, including 
actual drafting of relief paper. Request hotel reservations 17- 
19th. 

cle Ferguson will delay departure for Lagos and arrive in The 


Hague on 19th. FYI = Before proceeding to Lagos, Ferguson would 


like to meet privately with Arikpo = End FYI. Reserve room for sae 


19th = 21st. 
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Relief, arriving Lagos Friday, May 16, 8:50 AM, via BOAC 277, 
for discussions with Wood of Relief Office and ICRC. 


Request hotel for two weeks. 
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QTE Thanks for your messages concerning the USPHS 


epidemiologist/nutritionist team. Although it has not been | 
possible to extend period of service from 59 to 90 days, 

am sure = you will be Misa to know that new team, headed 

by Dr. Paul M. Cox, will arrive Lagos May 16, with possibly 
Dr. Sharrar staying on for two-week overlap. Kindest regards. 
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Ll. Dewey and Davidson arriving Geneva Wednesday, May 14, for 


discussions with ICRC. Request reservations at Hotel California, 
one night. 
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FOR MEDICAL!:CONSULTATTON: AS: REQUESTED*- 
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SUBJECT: Relief Corridors 
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1. Schott's recent conversations in the Hague revealed that 
optimistic 
the Dutch are zwemGidest sufficient tugs and barges are available 


BOSPL — 


commercially in Nigeria to service the Degema-Oguta route (their 
estimate is eighteen 100-ton barges and 8 tugs). We need a refined’! 
estimate including estimates from operators such as Holt and Elder 
Dempster as to how many could be released. This in preparation 
Dewey's discussions with Dutch on May 16. Also needed is a better 
fix on dates marking beginning and end of period when usual 4.-foot 
dry season depths over both the Burutu and Degema routes leading 


to Oguta are exceeded by significant enough amounts to permit the 


6-7 draft tugs and barges cited by the Dutch to operate. 


2. Schott. observed Dutch have done most thorough job on Degema 


route work-up. We need similarly thorough work-ups on this and 


lech 
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SUBJECT: C-97 CRASH: Blhrka oe 


és Cat” ae 
REF: STATE 73i71 - °°? ne AY 


HAVE: JUST TALKED WITH CREW WHICH: WATCHED C¥97 CRASHe SAID 
THEY LANDED WHEELS’ UP» NO: EVIDENCE: MILITARY ACTION: PREVIOUS: 
TO: CRASH* IT POSSIBLE’ THAT PLANE: DESTROYED: LATER.'ON: RUNWAY «@ 
WILL CHECK: WITH: PILOTS: WHEN’ THEY RETURN: TONIGHTs KNOX 


+7 ery ea 
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ELB OM 


Rec, of Seay Se-eavues 4: Tapes Fart DoT: i2BUR! 179RSR “ails 775° 


R'9915872; IMAY 695 

FM! AMEMBASSY“:COMONOUI das 
TOt SECSTATE! WASHDCI'2079: 
INFOt AMEMBASSY*. LAGOS: 
USMIESSTON! GENEVA, 


CUOUNI Bi. I DIELNET: i ‘A: Li cofenour ass 
FOR: FERGUSON! FROM! DAWSON! 


SUBUECT? RSM! 

Jo- ICRC’ COTONOU. EXPECTS: TO! PLR. pay ELIGHTS! NIGHT: iMAY* 9s 
Fee EE Cae REESTABLISHEDL-WETH! FERC! ‘BIAFRA2. ‘Bur THIS! 
NOT: SPECIFICALLY® UATE OBS 


Ze DURENGI:CONVERSATIONI WY THI ANDERSONs ‘CHIEF! AMERICAN! ‘PILOT, 
DAWSON! ‘SUGGESTEDI THAT: HE! ASCERTAIN! TONIGHT IFISSALMAGE! 
OPERAT.IONIUONT:E#97% WAS: TAKING PLACES + TF ‘SAOU TOME NOT: ‘SENDING: 
SALMAGET TEAM: ANDIWCA Gi VES: ‘OK ip. ANSE SONCMOUEDU RUSHTON! 


REMOVING! PARTS: “ROR: TCRe: UBER: 


GPs 42 KNOX: 


CONFIDENT YALL 


PAGE! Of 


17: 


INFO! OCT” Oi +AF: 129 10! 139SRi a1, ORM: 93¥SCS": HY SCA: ‘O1s AED: 2BACTAE! 00» 


_COTONO! 08490: 


ACT ION: UCFi 98: 
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Ri Oot oaRe. ‘MAY? 69! 


“ORM: AMEMBASSY'* ‘COTONOU! 


“ TOUSECSTATE! WASHDC:2077- 


INFO AMEMBASSY'’ LAGOS: 
‘USMISSTONI-GENEVA: 


eth O:NI Fi I. ‘DEEPNET IA. LicoFONOU! 490: 


For FERGUSON! FROM: DAWSON} 


SUBUECT 


Je NO: ICRC: PLANES: FLEW: 
LOCATION® - 


Be ANOTHER: ‘PROBLEM! AT" ULI: is: “THAT: RUNWAY WAS: FAIRLY: ‘BADLY 
CHOPPED! UP: BY* ‘PROPELLORS: DURING: CHURCH: '€897; -CRASHIe “TRUCKE 
HADI TO!:BEV RUT’: ‘TOUUSE! TO! BEND! OVERi:ANDIPULLI:OUT ® “ONE! ‘BLADE! IN. 
ORDER LET’ ‘TRAPPED! RLANES!-OF F! AFTER! FIRE! PUT: OUT» “ABOUT” 
WERE! ARELESTIMATEDILOST* 


VERTRY’ THEY. ALLIOK's 


BIAFRAs: 


RSM! - pahip auc miteaemns 


NIGHT: OF MAY” “Be ‘FROME THER: ICRC. 
IT. POSSIBLE! THAT: INOCRLANES! WELLUELY® ‘NIEGHT OF! 
MAY: 9: BECAUSE! ICRC\.COTONOUHAS: Lost’ "RADIEG’ CONTACT WITH’ IcRc: 
WILL! INFORM: IFI:ANY® ‘SIGNIFICANT: ‘CHANGE’ - : 


2900: FEET: OF! LIGHTS: “ANDI 


GP oh KNOX: 


‘ns vy 
a 
2 te : 
a : ef . 
: Z, | 
Dae a 
‘ 


PILOTS: HERE! WHOUSAW!.ACCEDENT, JAND!WHOL SPOKEN TOCREW: a te 
TT SSEEMSe FAIRLY SSTRADGHTRORWARDI CASE! 
OFi-P PILOT ERROR! INI NOT: LETTING::GEARI DOWN apa, 
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Ri 9912282. MAY’ 69: 

FM! AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

TO: SECSTATE: WASHDC:.6458. 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE! 


LIMITED: OF FICIAL!:USE!. LAGOS: 4113: 
SUBUECT? USE! OF!-DR!-O%MALLEY 'S: SERVICES!:BYFMG 
‘REF! LIBREVILLE! S:.466: 


le -ON; RECEIPT. REFTELI DATT: PROMPTLY: SPOKE! TO..LT COLI 
BASSEY INYANGY DEPUTY: DIRECTOR: ARMED! FORCES: MEDI-CALI-SERVICE) . 


WHO: INTERESTED! AND! ‘CHECKING? MATTERI: OUT’ WITH: HIGHER! AUTHORITIES: 
HE! PROMISED: RESPONSE! LATE! TODAYs. 


2° OMO: BAREs ‘COMREHABys -ALSO! BETNG: INFORMED! | BUT” EMBASSY’ 
BELIEVES: ONLY: REAL! ‘POSSIBILITY. ARRANGING: VISIT TOUNTGERTAs 
GIVEN: SHORT’ TIME! AVAILABLES WILLI-BE! TO” ‘STIMULATE! [NTEREST’ 
FMG: MILITARY SERVICES» | ‘GREATEST: NEED: FOR: ‘PLASTIC':SURGERY: 
WILL! BE: MINISTERING: TO: WOUNDED! SOLDIERS: AND: ‘ONLY “MILITARY: 

COULD! ARRANGE! ENTRY: INi SHORT” TIME’ © IN SPEAKING: WITH 
BASSEYsWE!DIDi NOT REPEAT: NOT’ REFER! To: REASON! FOR: OM IMALLEY ts: 

PRESENCE! LIBREVILLE’ 

EXEMPT e : 

MATHEWS: 


LOMITED! OFFICIAL: USE: 
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To: SECSTATE! WASHDC: 6465! 


UNCLAS!.LAGOS'.4129' 
ee ee 
REFi-STATEI 969281 


]o POUCHED:! DRAFT: ‘PIEOYT INCORPORATING! MISSION! ‘MODEFITCATPONS® - 
DOCUMENT’ ESSENTIALLY’ ‘SAME! ASS ATDYWUDRAFT 9\, -BUT MORE: 
SPECIFICALLY’ TIES: VINNELLi OPERATTONI TO!UNAT TONAL! REHABILT TATION! 
COMMISSION} AND! YOINT® ICRCYNRCURELTEF!. EFFORTS *~ 

THITS: APPROACH! ‘MORE! EN: LINEUWY TH! DRAFT: ‘PROAG! WHILCHI:HAS: 

OMO=# BARES!:GENERAL!. AGREEMENT» - ‘OMO*BARE! NOW: CHECKING! 

DRAFT: PROAG! WITHIOTHER! GON! OFFICIALS 


WHILE! ADVANCE! PARTY: DESTRABLE! TDODEMELOP! WORKPLAN! 
ANDI COMPLETE! ARRANGEMENTSS . “THES: SHOULD! NOT: ‘UNDULY * ‘DELAY: 
OTWER! TEAM!:MEMBERS! ‘WHOUCCANUBE! IM IMEDIATELY* EFFECTIVE! TO: 
HELP! MEET: ‘SUCH! ‘URGENT: ‘REQUIREMENTS! AS! VEHTCLELREPATR® 


VINNELLI REPORT: STATES: VEHICKELNEEDED! FOR! EACH! TECHNECT ANG 
NESS1 ON! FEELS! REQUEST’ EXCESSIVE! ANDI THAT: Bi 

VEWI CLES: CTWOr IN EACH! MAYORI.EOCATIONI) ‘SUFFIECTENT 
TOUNBUPRORT) TEAMS ‘WOOD: AGREES>" ‘MATHEWS: 
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FMi‘USMIE-SSTONI:GENEVA, = 

TO:.SECSTATE! WASHDC: IMMEDIATE! 1245! 

INFO\ AMEMBASSY.LAGOS: 

AMEMBIASSY “THE! HAGUE! 


SEL Ct R!.Ei T GENEVA: 1455! 


SUBUECT? NIGERIANI RELIEF LSM#s: 


FOR! FERGUSON! FROM! TUBBY 


‘Le LSMi CONTRACT: ‘SIGNED: THIS: MORNIENG: BY’ FREYMOND: AND: BASSET ‘ON 
BEALE! ICRC* MISSION! POUCHING: TODAY ® - 


2, aUeusilsbaicunnvele ecewtve weUSMantl 


2 WEI-HAVE: INFORMED) FREYMOND! “THAT : ‘DEWEY * WOULD! BE! IN: ‘GENEVA: ‘MAY’ 14: 


701 CONFER! ON! LSMUOPERATIONS: AND. LANDING: POINTS * “DEWEY ‘SHOULD: 
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Washington; 0.¢. 20520 - 


| oe - MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KENT CRANE | 
a ORKICE OF “THE VICE PRESIDENT 


as 2 . - SuBSECT: “Reqiaet fair Vice Presideie Endo ceehont: 
ee ee of: “Walk for the ponsid ren ‘of Biafra" 
ee 


The atta ed. communication to ‘the Vice Président 
from Mr.. JoeVDeVore. asks that the Vice President — 
- endorse a “Walk for the Children of: Biafra™ to. take 
~ place on May 10 in ‘Anchorage, | Alaska. -A similar. 
communication was sent to the President by another © 
“sponsor of this activity in. Anchorage. It.was agreed. 2... 
_ by. the Department’ and the White House that it would be: 
‘inappropriate for _the President to endorse a. privately. i 
organized. fund raising effort’ that, however. praiseworthy. 
fromthe humanitarian: point of. view, would involve this 
Government politically. The President has indicated - ae 
publicly his intention to avoid US political involvenent. : 
oe sche Nigeria/Biatra situation. 


Gousaquently Lt would. also: appear inappropriate 
-..for the Vice President to lend his public endorsement OE enh Ree 
a fe the ANGhOr see Walk for the iGhitdren:, of: Biafra. Pte 


as s i SOEs oe a : Attachnent 


DECLASSIFIED 


“ ea ly ND vi P s¢ 
Ry “Ait None 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

: ACTION SLIP 
WHITE WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL REFERRAL 


| Sea te 5/8/69 


SUBJECT Memo to fm Crane. 5/2/69 Ltr to VP fm Joel DeVore re Walk 
or the Children gf Bigfra. 


CONTROL NO. 


Wals 
XxxxPrepare a REXK to _KXBEXK"SHCrane , NOTES 
memo enclosing or containing: 
Draft reply for President! 1. White House referrals must be 
signature. answered within 48 hours unless 
B reply for signature by- otherwise noted. If deadline 
é cannot be met, inform S/S 

Memo for use as enclosure to reply immediately at extension given” 
by White House. below. 
Comment or recommendation. @ndx 

telegram, if any - Direct replies to White House mail 


vance must be signed at the Assistant or 


Direct reply: 
sone Acting Assistant Secretary level. 


Furnish information copy under 


cover of a Read to 3. Unless otherwise noted, direct . 
memo. replies ; depending upon the addres seej 
Comeback copy required for s/s. of the incoming letter, must begin: 
"The President has asked me to Lee 
____ Suitable acknowledgment or other reply" or "Mr. has asked ®& 
appropriate handling: me to reply} ce 
Furnish information copy™s > 
reply, if any, under cover o¥ 4, Basic correspondence should be 
a Read to memo. returned when draft reply, & 
memorandum or comment or comeback wf 
XXXXkXRefer to White House request of copy for the White House is 
“——~ Mr. Crane - 5/7/69 - requested. 


= C6 


XXXKWue in s/S by 5/9/69 deo. 


i 


Werner. W. 


~\ secretariat Steff 


OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 


- WASHINGTON. DC. 


May 7, 1969 


FOR: | Mr. John Walsh 
‘Acting Executive Secretary 


FROM: : Kent Crane 


The Vice President has been asked 
to provide messages to the attached group 
of organizations whose activities have inter - 
national ramification. Please advise which 
should be responded to and what the content, 
of thermessage should be. 


You will note that two require action 
before May 10. I regret sending you these 
at this late date, but they just arrived on 
my desk. . 


Vs. RA Date 


om 


Wi hin ‘the past ‘two months: ‘ae concern “fon the victims lof: 
‘the Biafran crisis has_ ‘grown in Anchorage. — ‘Out of this 
empathy for human suffering has come the Walk For The — 
‘Children of Biafra Committee led by youth of the ‘community. - 
with an adult advisory group. With ‘the increasing approval 
‘OF? people of many diversities, the Walk is hoped. to do more 
Jae than: draw attention to a great need. It seeks. to solve that - 
“peneed: by raising funds. for relief and = wenebilitation.y ss. 
The’ Anchorage Walk is modeled after the design’ ‘used in a, a 
Walks’ for Development which were organized. by the. Freedom ee 
Brom. Hunger. Foundation. — This unique means of raising. 
funds has been used by youth across the nation in the last. 
year with wide. public approval, Recently. Gary Bond, a ‘field 
 ¥Yepresentative of the Freedom From Hunger Foundation spent 
four days in Anchorage. guiding our committee ‘in the total 
design of ‘the Walk. 


The Walk Has. been. scheduled for ‘May. 10 with a. course. “Of: 
2231 miles Mapped in detail. Rie 
‘Enclosed you will find. a sponsor! Ss: card, copies of authori- 
“gation. and information from the Biafra Relief: Services | 
Foundation, Inc., a brochure. of general information on ‘the 
walk, and a. copy of. a joint proclamation: issued by. the 
local, borough end ga ty governments... 
We. have been’ greatly éneouraged by. the. eel eging: concern of. 
the administration and. Congress and were. especially encouraged: 
by the joint’ article in Reader's Digest (May 1969) by Senator 
_. Edward . Kennedy. and Representative Donald Lukens. TV spot | 
--announcements: featuring Mr. Lukens and’ others ‘endorsing the» 
- work of the Biafran Relief Services Foundation are being shown: 
on all Anchorage stations prior to the Walk. 


Me would’ seek your. support bby a etter or wire-of endorsement 
and also would: invite you to 'be- ‘with -u -us on May 10 with other 


leading citizens to participate in the Walk For The ese ein 
of Biafra. oe 5 


Sincerely, 


: / : e 4 nek Se 
a ao Fn A Saree) eine 


-. Joel DeVore » : 
~-.. Sponsor's “Chairman for 
“the Walk 


ve Ther ‘Swanigan’ ‘(Wes tt High) « 
Robert eolaberg, Hee. Willian | Lew. s 
Banks) Walter. Le 


emesis; cick hae hinatadksalnehoceacemhimminiern cece, te or kicn et nne ete 


“Headquarters: 519 3rd Avenue, Anc horage, Alaska Phone 2772646. 


+ ts ¢ 
3 - : y, on 
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Pe opOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


ANCHOMGE, MAY 2, 1969 — Mayor George Sullivan and Borough Chairman 


- John Asplund signed srcelambions yesterday sandra Saturday, May 10, 

: Sas WALK FOR THE CHILDREN OF BIAFRA DAY, The day has been proclaimed _ : ae: 

‘ “ta ‘doniugetion » with a project to be held that day to raise finds for the. : 
children of that African state, 

io The idea tb Walk to raise funds. originated with ie Freedom from Hunger 

Foundation, Inc. , Washington, D.C; and has sucdedafillly raised thousands: 


‘of dollars in other communities. The most recent Walk was held in Eugene, 


Oregon, where over $30,000 was ‘collected for both community and world-wide 


‘self-help and rehabilitation projects. a 


‘Anchorage young people, have responded overwhelmingly to use their "sole 


| power" on May 10, according to Connie Hood, a Dimond High School student 


and publicity-chairman for the event’, Each walker will be asked to obtain as 


~- many sponsors as possible, Miss Hood said, who will pledge a sum of money > 


for each mile walked, 


The Walk Ng So oh will cover a eons mile course beginning at the 


e 


: Park Strip Tennis Courts at 10th and E Streets. Registration will begin next 


= Saturday at 7330: a.m. followed by a short opening ceremony at 8 asin The 


ee actual Walk will begin a 8: 10 a. m. following < a figure eight 'c course through 


It will end on the AMU campus. 


| “the city y and the borough. 


“phe Walk he has. been 1 praised by local « civic and religious: leaders alike: 


anticipated that t: several thousand Walkers wilt participate. 


“All: funds raised will bel 3 sent to the Biafta Relief Services Foundation of: 

- New York 2Cliy. ‘The. pet is a private, non- “pro ofit, patlanthropic oe : 
ie ‘ration incorpeeatec ander the laws. of the State of New York. Because of 
- a great n number of ‘volunteer workers, sotoesiebaid and: non- ee 
85% bs 90% of all monies Goliscted will be used for oF Biafran relief. ee pete 
Such Giclees ae Senator Charles Goodell (R, N, Ye )a and Rep. Donald 

oe ; Lu hens ie Ohio) have adceeee: the Biafra Relies Services ae 
“have m made public spooernises on their behaus, Congressman Lukens recently 


= 


headed a: House Committee investigational trip to Biafra. 


: Aayene wishing to ‘Walk or to Sponsor a 1: Walker may call the Walk Headquarters, 
at 277- 2646 or stop: bya at 519 Third Avenue. 
oe Through, the courtesy, ‘of the National Bank af Alaska, moines. collected may 


: be tiittied: in at any of their BEACH offices on Monday and Tes sday only, May 


12 and 13, 1 one to 6 p.m. 


Peat, Marwick and Mitchell, local public accountants have donated their 
time to audit all accounts and records. All contributions are fully tax 


deductible. 


— EMORAMIUM POR 2m. ‘EWE CRABK 
_ ORRTGS. OF THE NICE ‘PRESIDENT 


52 "Request. for View President: ‘adoeaeaent: nies 
of a for the: Chiidzen of ‘Biafca’’ 


Re attached comtinnication’ to. ‘the: Vice President : 
. from Hr. Joe] DeVore aske that the Vice President = : 

- endorse @ Ball: for the Children of. Biafra” te teke 
place on May_10 tu’ ‘Anchorage, ‘Alaske. A similar ~ 
 Goummication was sent to the. President by another 

sponser. of ‘this activity im Anchorage. It was second ae 

by the Department and the White House that it would be 
dneppropriate for the President: to endorse a privately — 
_ oxg@niced fund: ‘valsing effort. thar, ‘however’ ipxatasuorthy 
-£vom. the humanitarian patnt of view, would involve thia 

Government politically. The Preeident has indicated. 

publicly his intention to avoid U3. pelstscel: tavolvenent 

& as the Migeria/Motte situation. eee 


— Consequently: ae would. algo ‘appear’ “ aappuopelare 
A2 fer: the Vice President: to. Tend. his public ‘eodorgemant 
es che  dechexaee Walk: for fees children of Biafra. 


2 “ee John P,, Waleh 
es Astiog ‘Bescutive Secretary | 


“nt iy ARA Date 


OFFICE OF THE. VICE PRESIDENT 


“WASHINGTON, D.C. 


May 7, 1969 


FOR: | Mr. John Walsh 
Acting Executive Secretary 


| FROM: Kent Ciane 


The Vice President has been asked 
to provide messages to the attached group 
of organizations whose activities have inter-~- 
national ramification. Please advise which 
should be responded to and what the content 
of thermessage should be. 


You will note that two require action 
before May 10, I regret sending you these 
. ‘at this late date, but they just arrived on 

my desk. 2 


% 


CBRN DD ae aO ae teen 


> Monorablé. Spiro. rT. Agnew be eee Pan a =e 
Vice President of the United States Ae ge ; St 
_ Washington, D. C. 20501 peat Peas : oe 


oe miles mapped in detail. 


May 2,,1969 — 


Dear. Mr. Agnew: 


within: the past two months a concern “for ae victims of 


the. Biafran crisis has grown in Anchorage. Out of this: 


“empathy for. human suffering has come the Walk For. The : 

-. Children of Biafra Committee led by youth ofthe: community 
“with an adult advisory group... With. the increasing approval 
Of. people of many diversities, the Walk is hoped to do more 
“than. draw attention to a great need. It seeks to solve that 
need by raising funds for relief and rehabilitation. 


The | AnGhorege Walk is modeled eter the design. used. in 


. Walks for Development’ which were organized by the Freedom. 
-.. From Hunger Foundation... This’. unique. means. of raising 
. funds has been used. by youth across the nation in the last 


year with wide public approval, Recently Gary Bond, a field 


representative of the Freedom From Hunger Foundation spent. 


four days. in Anchorage guiding our: committee in the total 
design of the Walk. 


The Walk has been ‘scheduled for a May. 10 with a course of. 


Enclosed: you will: fina a. sponsor's card, copies “of sutiori- 


zation and information. from the Biafra Relief Services 


‘Foundation, Inc., a brochure of general information on the 
-walk, and a copy of a joint proclamation issued by. the 
= Todal: “borough and. city. government s:. 


We have been greatly encouraged by the enlarging concern of 
the administration and Congress and were especially encouraged 
by the joint article in Reader's Digest (May 1969) by Senator 
Edward, Kennedy and Representative Donald Lukens. TV spot 
announcements featuring Mr. Lukens and others endorsing the 
work of the Biafran Relief Services Foundation are being shown 


on all Anchorage stations prior to the Walk. 


“We would seek yours spre ort. by. a letter or TC Mi tenheKndorsement 


and also would invite you to be with 1 us on May,10 with other 
leading citizens to Se at eae inthe: Walk’ For The Children 
of Biafra. 


Sincerely, 
\ 


f\ ‘i ; we 
4 on ae cee 
Joel DeVore 


Sab Walk 


High), NERS ‘Swanigan: (West: nighy" 
van, Robert, Goldberg, Mrs. William: Lewis 
Mike Maher, HalN.. Banks, Walter L.. Ha 


Sponsor's Chairman ‘for las 


z 
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nae z3 anced ot orphan ‘2 : ied oesaes * ane ae vw fe eer ave peor pera nN: a YS ry saa Palacieke Po Anes ey 


Ee a vee ‘Hea dquarter $298 19 13 rd “Aven ue, A n c cho orage 3A 1 a s ki a oe 2 7 722 26 4 a 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | 
ANCHORAGE : MAY 2. 1969 - Mayor George Sullivan and Boicnat Chairman 
| John Asplund iignde proclamations yesterday marking Saturday, May 10:3 | 
as WALK: FOR THE CHILDREN OF BIAFRA DAY. The coy | has been proclaimed 
“in conjunction with. a project to be held that day ‘3 raise funds for the 


ie  chitaren Of that African state,. 


: a The idea to Walk to raise funds originated with the Freedom from Hunger 


Foundation, Inc. , Washington, D,C, and has successfully raised thousands 


of dollars in other communities, The most recent Walk was held in Eugene, 


Oregon, where over $30,000 was collected for both community and world-wide 


self-help and rehabilitation projects, 


Anchorage young people have responded overwhelmingly to use their "sole 


power" on May 10, according to Connie Hood, a Dimond High School student 

and publicity chairman for the Svane: Each walker will be asked to obtain as 

many sponsors as possible. Miss Hood said, who will pledge a sum of money 
for o56h mile walked. 


The Walk in Anchorage will] covera thirty-one mile course beginning at the 


e 


ey 


Park Strip Tennis Courts at 10th and E Streets. Registration will begin next 


Saturday at 7:30 a.m.-followed by a short opening Ceremony at 8 a.m. The 


: actual Walk will begin at 8:10 a.m. following a figure eight course through 


foo 


g 
OE AARNE EECA RHI RENE EGA SF Nh SI nk a hoc eA enne nny kent nies nevem onan 
‘ : 


7 the voity, and the borough. It will end on ‘the AMU campus. 


has been praised | by local civic: and religious, leaders alike. eat is! cs: oe 


anticipated that Severs) theuesud Walters GAL participate” : 


“B= 
: a aul funds raised will be sent to the Biafra Relief Services Foundation of 


New ‘York City, The BRSF is a private, non- profit, philaiithioots organ- 


ao “ization | incorporated under the laws of the State of New York. Because of 


. 


A a great number of veluntees workers, professionals and 5 non- ‘professionals, 


85% to 90% ‘of ue monies eéllected will ‘be used for Biafian relief. = eae 


~ 


ee ‘such dignitaries as Sénator Charles | Goodell ie NY; ) and d Rep. Donald 


Tuk kens (R, Ohio) have ‘endorsed he: Biafra Relief Services Foundation and 
have made public appearances on their behalf, Congressman Lukens recently 
headed a House ‘Committee: investigational trip to Biafra. 

“Anyone wishing to , Walk or to Sponsor a Waiker may call-the Walk Headquarters 
at 277-2646 or stop by at 519 Third Avenue, 

Through the coutesy of the National Bank of Alaska, moines collected may 

be turned’in at any of their branch offices on ore and Tuesday only, May 
12 and 13, from 3 to 6 p.m, | 

Peat, Marwick and Mitchell, local public accountants thee donated their 

ae to audit ail aGcourits and records, All contributions are fully tax 


deductible, 
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KEPT’ ‘TOrLESS: “THAN! “THAT: ALREADY « ‘PLANNED: ‘THEREFORES. ‘THE: ‘UNT TED: 2 as 
STATES: (GOVERNMENT: 1S\-PREPARED: ‘TORCONSULT WIA HL “YOU! ‘ON! THE! PoSSTBILI'T TY: 
OFI Ay DEFICIT: -AND# “Tr COOPERATE! FULLW® INUMEETI NG: THAT! ‘DEF LCTT ans 
ESPECT ALLY: IFi IT? Is: OCCASTONED! BY THE: ADDED. EXPENDITURE FOR! 
THE! LSM Ss 


YOu “ave Kcaoveasiley oun SbEneomicnt tue NeolMveT Ever ‘OF i THE! 
CONTRACT WITH! EOWINSH'’ FLETCHER’: ALLOW (MEX TV ASSURE! YOUU THAT WE: 
HAVEL LOOKED! ATYTHIS':CONTRACT™ MOST <CAREFULKY. AND! ARE SATISFIED: | 
THAT ET WILLE MEASURE!UP! TOL THEENEEDS? ON: WATCHIWEP ARES AGREED TT 
IS! ENTIRELY: SATISFACTORY TO! US .AND! WE:'DO! JOT: ANTICIPATE: ANY: 
ONEROUS: EXPENDITURES! BEYOND! THOSE! ALREADY KNOWN! TO! YOUR™STAPF's 


- AGAINI-PLEASE!ACCEPT™ MY* PERSONALL AND! OFFECKALKASSURANCES“OF:OURI . °° 
CONTINUE DECOOPERAT TON: IN| THIS’ VITALS EFFORT® STGNED® - 
SINCERELY YOURS» CLYDE! FERGUSON) “JRm 1UNGUOTE! 
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0. 9734302. MAY 69: 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO. SECSTATE WASHDC: IMMEDIATE! 1220: 


LIMITED: OFFICTALIUSE!iGENEVA, 1427" 


FOR: FERGUSON: FROM: SCHOTT" 


Jo IN: CALL: ON; LANOT: THIS: MORNING: ‘LETTER: ADDRESSED TO: YOU! WAS: 
PRESENTED*s AFTER: LENGTHY: DISCUSSION: IT ‘WAS: AGREED: 1 WOULD: ATTEMPT 
REPLY WHICH: WOULD: BRIDGE! OBVIOUS: GAP: BETWEEN?:OUR ‘POSITIONS AS: 
INDICATED: SECOND: PARAGRAPH: LETTER! WHICH: FOLLOWS? 

QUOTEs DEAR: MRe FERGUSON’: 1 HAVE! iJUST™ READ! THE! REPORTS: ON: ‘THE: 
CONTRACT WITH E®He FLETCHER: ANDi HAVE:.COME! TO: “THE! ‘CONCLUSION: THAT: 
ALTHOUGH: AN: AGREEMENT: HAS: BEEN:.REACHED: ON. THE’ CASE! O OF|. LANDING: 
CRAFTSs. ONE: SHGULD' MAKE: SURE! THAT OUR: ‘POSITION: IN: THEY FINANCING 
OF THE: OF enat tee 1s: CLEAR! TO: Ao ae 


IT HAS. BEEN. UNDERSTOOD! THAT: THE: COST™ OF: THE! FENANCENG: OF THiS: 
OPERATION’ WHICH! WAS'NOT’ INCLUDED: TN! OUR! S1X= MONTH: BUDGET > | ‘wOULD: 
BE: COVERED BY THE: UsSe GOVERNMENT WHICH: WOULD: PROV LEDE! ADDITIONAL, 


FUNDS: TO THIS: EFFECT» 


ON THE: OTHER: HAND» WE: ASSURED! YOUI THAT IF) ATS THE! END! OF! THE’ Sixes: 
MONTH! PERTOD: (31°8%69)s AFTERI HAVING COVERED! ALL'OUR EXPENSES» WE! 
MIGHT HAVE AT OUR DISPOSAL; UNEXPENDED: FUNDS: ON: OUR! NIGERTAN 7 
OPERATION» WE! WOULD. EXAMINE: WITH! YOU! WHETHER! ANDI-UP: TO! WHICH: POINT 
THESE’ UNEXPENDED: FUNDS: COULD! BE: USED: TO: COVER: THIS: ADDITIONAL! oe 
EXPENSE! DUE: TO: THE: CHARTER! OFL THE! TWO LEMES® 6 a 


I “THINK? qT: ce FAIR: TO: SAY: THAT» SO\ FAR'-AS 
EVOLUTION Fi ‘THE! SUTUAT LONE INE INIGERTA:. 


eas ovaceuce 


SUPE S SUE ES ASHORE ANS LIE BRN AD BORE Gm ANE MEL MEE TON EE TR MERI Et PSN TMS M NRA aS Ht EAE NP ipinabris, 


© LMI TEDROFFICTALI-USEI 
PAGE! @2. GENEVA. 1427 O7V453Z 


SONOMA CET? LT BE. FORESEEN! THAT WE: “SHALL BE!. ABLE: Tor SAVE! “ANI FUNDS: LONI 
OUR! SIX. MONTH. PLANNED: BUDGET» ‘ON’ THE:.CONTRARY» I FEAR! THAT” ‘THE! 
DEVELOPMENT OF: THE: MILITARY OPERATIONS: AND: THE! GROWING: NEEDS" ‘OF! 
THE: ‘POPULATION COULD: REQUIRE! FROM US: ADDITIONAL! EFFORTS: ‘MATH 
IMPLY ADDITIONAL FUNDSs 


WE! KNOWS’: HOWEVER’ THAT WENCAN: ‘COUNT ‘UPON THE! SUPPORT. OF! THE: UieSe 
GOVERNMENT AS: WELL) AS: UPON: YOUR! PERSONAL! ATTENTION® THIS: IS! WHY I. | “4 
AM: SURE: THAT: YOU! WILL: UNDERSTAND! THE: SPIRIT IN: WHICH: THIS). LETTER. 
HAS: BEEN WRITTEN® SIGNED:-JACQUES: FREYMOND» ACTING. PRESIDENT* | 

PS SINCE I UNDERSTAND: THAT THE: ICRC: WILLICHAVE: Tor:SIGN! THE! ©: 
CONTRACT WITH FLETCHER! AND’ SINCE®: AS.» YOU! KNOW, WE} ARE! NOT.AT <ALL: 
SPECTALISTS: IN THIS: TYPE’ OF! OPERATION#. I WOULD: BE: GLAD. IFi:WE*:COULD: | 
HAVE: YOUR’ CONFIRMATION: THAT THIS: CONTRACT CONTAINS: ALL: THE: TECH=- 
NICAL’ PROVISIONS: WHICH! SHOULD: BE) INCLUDED: INi AN) AGREEMENT OF: 

THIS: KIND IN’ ORDER! TO: AVOID! OUR: BEING. FACED: WITH UNFORESEEN! 

EXPENSES’ AFTER THE ‘SIGNATURE® UNQUOTE** ee . 
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FM USMISSEON: GENEVA: 
TO. SECSTATE: WASHDC: 1216: 


INFO AMEMBASSY . CAGOS. 


UNCLAS .GENEVA 1422 


SUBUECT? NIGERIAN RELUEF*  REPORV: OF MEASLES/SMALLIPOX: CAMPAIGN! 
FOR! TWO!WEEKS ENDING ARRIL’ t9%- 


je MISSION: HAS! RECEIVED! COPY: SUBUECT REPORT Date: APRILI 216: 


«REPORT: STareS. ALL: MATERIAL) RENOVEDESAPELY FROM UMD AAI A Tor 1B: 


= Soest 


go -DRe- ‘BOURKE: LEFT. BIAFRA- APRILI B03. AND: REPORT® RECORDS. @aatTTUBE! 


FOR: HIS: ‘HARD! WORKe WHIS. WORKM EXCEPT = FIELD! INSPECTEONSL TAKENUON! 
NOW BY M. Ne EZELGWEs ‘PHARMACIS¥s- ANDiMs - Mes ULIANMOB. SENIOR! FIELD: 
REPRESENTATIVES | BOTH. OF! B BIAFRAN: MINISTRY’ OF! HEALIT Hee - . 
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FMi AMEMBASSY: COTONOU: 

TO: SECSTATE. WASHDC: PRIORITY 2071 : 
INFO! AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

USMISSION! GENEVA. 


LIMITED: OFFICIAL! USEI:COTONOU: 483° 


FOR: FERGUSON: cele anaey mines 


P 
SUBUECT* RSM»: ERC! DCré: CRASH: 


le ICRC: CHIEF! WACHMESSTER! GAVE WPRESS: CONFERENCE! THIS: ‘MORNING: 
AND! AFTERWARDS: TALKED: TO! DAWSON: ABOUT .DC#é: -CRASH*- ‘HE! MADE: 
FOLLOWING: “POINTS? . A) THREE: SWEDISH! AND. ONE!:GERMAN! IN: CREWS 
Bi!) PLANE: CLEARED: TO: LAND! WAS: MAKING!. APPROACH! WHEN. IT: -CRASHEDS - 
Ci) WAS: PROBABLY. BURNING! IN; THE! AIR! AND: DEDI-NOT. EXPLODE?s - 

Di). THERE’ WAS: NO: EVIDENCE: ‘PLANE: ‘COLLIDED: WITH! ANOTHER’. ORi THAT 
CRASH! ‘HAD: ANYTHING: TO DO: WITH: AIRCRAFT ORMANTI¢ @AIRCRAFT FIRE’ 


Qe” BODIES. ‘BEING: SHIPPED: OUT | TONG GHIT: MAY. 7" “FOR. AS: IMMEDI ATE! 
TRANSFER: AS: POSSIBLE! TO: -EUROPEL-VIA, ‘COTONOU' 


30ST». ISABEL: FLIGHTS. DOWN: AND: ‘NOW: COTONOUs. Wi THI-ONEY: FWouszs:. 
AND! ONE! DG#6é. FLYING. WILL! BE! WAY -DOWN: AS: WELL’ -CHECKI AT™ AIRPORT? : ee 
INDICATES: ONLY DG#6: TO: BE: FLYING: TS! NEW: ICELANDIC: [2s TON: AIR® eer ee 
CRAFT °. SECOND: ICRC: DCs6. WAS: NOT. BEING. -LOADED* Oe ae SE ad 


KNOX 


EXEMPT’ 
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Pi Ri @64437Z. MAY 69 
FM AMEMBASSY* COTONOU: 
TO. SECSTATE: WASHDC: PRIORITY 2068: 
INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 


S Ei C: R' El T=COTONOU: 478 


FOR: FERGUSON: FROM: ‘DAWSON 


SUBJECT? RSM TENTATIVE! SCHEDULE: DAWSON: 


leo DAWSON! RECEIVED: PERMISSION: TOGO! ENTO: BIAFRA: ‘THROUGH: ICRC 
CHANNELS ® EXPECTS. TO:.GO. EITHER NIGHT OF; MAY: kg OR: 116 WILL’ 
BE: STAYING WITH: ICRC: PERSONNEL: FOR: TWO: ‘OR: THREE! DAYS ‘PER: 
INSTRUCTIONS * 


2o DAWSON: FLYING: ‘TO ST* ISABEL! WED! MAY 7 Wide TEReESLen EY 
PLANE: AND) MAY’ SPEND: ONE! DAY THERE’ 


3o0 TOTAL! OF! 27: ICRC: FLIGHTS: NIGHT OFI'MAY’ 5! WITH: APPROXIMATELY: 
300’ TONS DELIVERED © 


4o AS! FAR! AS: CAN: BE! DETERMINED! THROUGH’ COTONOU: No: RELIEF! 
FLIGHTS. LANDING. OR HAVE: LANDED:.AT AIRPORT: OTHER. THAN: ‘ULI ©: 
WILL CONTINUE: TO: INVESTIGATE: THIS: POSSIBILITY AS: DISCREETLY® 
AS: POSSIBLE« 


5° RUMOR” ‘OF: NEARLY COMPLETED: STRIP! 7° MILES: ‘NORTH!:OF! OWERRI * 1S: 


BEING: CIRCULATED!:ON: SAO: TOME © APPROXIMATE: LOCATION! SAID} TO. BE! 
ROAD! JUNCTION: TOWN: OF: OGBAKE® 


GPS e- KNOX | 
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Origin ACTION: Amembassy LAGOS PRIORITY 
INFO : Amembassy COTONOU 
Infos " LONDON 
— pe PARIS 
USMission. GENEVA 
Subj: Nigerian:Relief: Sale of Additional C-97 Aircraft to JCA 


1. JCA President. Bishop. Swanstrom is pressing an earlier request for USG 


insufficient number aircraft has QTE seriously hampered UNQTE JCA 


operation recent weeks. (This somewhat at a variance with other recent 


sale of two additional. C-97 aircraft for JCA Biafran airlift. He states : \Q 


reports that Uli capacity inhibited use additional aircraft.) Bishop 


Swanstrom informed by Ferguson letter May 2 that request under study in 


Department, 
2. Department has received several reports recently that one or more of 
existing C-97's frequently eisGaded for mechanical reasons or lack of 

spare parts. Provision of additional two aircraft as backup planes would 
ease spare parts problem and enable JCA keep all four flying at one time. 
This would therefore significantly increase flow of relief supplies into 
Biafra, especially since ICRC likely request similar: treatment. 
ae Dept is of course ‘fully cognizant of sharp FMG reaction to our. 


provision of. original four planes. During call on. Ferguson May | 3 (eee 


" septel) Ambassador ‘Tyalla indicated awareness of JCA request . for t mor 


feed dee Tele Exte Telegraphic transmission and 
“1 6402. 
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ACTION “page: 2 to LAGOS 


‘planes and warned that affirmative decision might cause FMG reaction which 


weuld jeopardize surface corridor proposal, We would hope avoid ‘such oS cae 
reaction and would appreciate ‘Embassy views on probable # FMG response to 

our ‘providing additional two 97's » in ti tally at least. on backup basis, 

i: For greater ING. acceptability, we would hope ‘to include as. precondition 


to: any ‘additional sale of planes JCA acceptance of independent inepection 


procedure such . as use| “of private Swiss firm with which JCA has been in 


contact, Woula appreciate Bnbassy 1 views on whether such procedure would be 


helpful | in heading off. adverse Federal reaction. 


5% Would appreciate Bubassy views soonest, 
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FM: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6393 


UNCLAS:. LAGOS’ 3973 
SUBUECT? NIGERIAN RELIEF# REHABIL TATION! COMMISSION 


to. OMO*BAREs FEDERAL! COMMISS TONER! FOR REHABILITATION» 
CONVOKED! FIRST MEETING: OF’ ALLI TWELVE! STATE: COMMISSTONERS: 
RESPONSIBLE: REHABILITATION AT LAGOS MAY '5:'TO-COORDINATE 
REHABe ACTIVITIES+ 


2° ACCORDING: TO! PRESS» OMO~BARE: TOLD! COMMISSIONERS! THAT 
QUOTE: WE’ MUST NOT EXPECT FOREIGNERS: TO!-DO: FOR'US WHAT WE 

ARE: CAPABLE’ OF DOING OURSELVES» WHILE! WE! QUITE 

APPRECIATE: AND: ACCEPT: HELP: COMINS! FROM FOREIGN: oa 
GOVERNMENTS’ AND' VOLUNTARY BOOIESs SUCH HELP» INicMY "CANDID 
OPINION’ SHOULD: BE’ LIMITED! TOF INANCTAL!- AID: AND! ape 

SUPPLW OF! MATERIALS: WHICH’ WE! CANNOT ‘OURSELVES: PRODUCE® END: 
QUOTE EMPHASIS: WAS: ON’ SELF*HELP! AND! COOPERATION: AMONG: STATES« 


32 ALL! PAPERS: REPORTED! MEETING» DAILY TIMES: SAW: FIT” . 
UTILIZE: MISLEADING ‘CAPTION: QUOTE! NOt'ROOM: FOR! FORETGNERS: 
ENDI QUOTE® MATHEWS: 


UNCLASSIFIED: 
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ACTION: Amembassy Rome \ 
SUBJ: Nigerian Relief 


STATE | =| 
/ “J 
or 


l. Request you contact Msgr. Carlo Bayer, Secretary General 


Caritas Internationales at Vatican and state that Ferguson, si 
Special Coordinator for Nigerian Relief, will be in Rome about a 
June 1 and is interested follow up on his suggestion to meet ~~. 


with His Holiness Paul VI. Reason for meeting would be to dis- 


cuss relief situation Nigeria. . 


2. In recent lettery to Bayer, April 22, Schott, Ferguson 
Assistant, stated Ferguson might be in Rome as early as mid 
May. This now appears unlikely and early June would be best 


opportunity. 
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INFO: AMEMBASYY THE! HAGUE: ~\© 
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SUBU8 =NIGERI AN: SEeue as HAGUE! GROUP} 
REFS -BERN 1254 


IN!) FOLLOW*UP! TO’. CONVERSATION: REPORTED; REFTELY “FED*«POL% 
DEPTo. OFFICER: CONFIRMED MAY’ 6: THAT SWISS! NOT ¥RPT NOT PLANNING 
ANY” ACTION IN. SUPPORT: ICRC: EFFORTS: OBTAIN! APPROVALI-DAYLITGHT’ 

FLIGHTS: TO ULT+ “THEY: UNDERSTAND: AMBASSADOR!.LINDT STILL! 
NEGOTIATING WITH BOTH: SIDES% AND! THEY INTEND! AWAIT OUTCOME: 
THESE! NEGOTIATIONS’ SHOULD! LINDT APPEAL! FOR':SUPPORTING 
EFFORTS: BY GOVTS» SWISS! WOULD: OF: COURSE! GIVE'°CONSIDERATION 
TAKING: ACTION 

GPe3e. ‘HAYES: 
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FM! AMEMBASSY. THE: HAGUE! 
TO! SECSTATE! WASHDC 3863. 
INFO: AMEMBASSY' LAGOS: 

USMISSION! ‘GENEVA. 


CoO NI FiT DIE: NIT I A Li THE! HAGUE: 1699 


FOR: UYCFi 


SUBUS NIGERIAN: RELTEF=°HAGUE! GROUP! 


REF Is STATE! 69587" 


lo MFASS: HUYDECOPER:. REGRETS: HE! UNABLE: TRAVEL! TO: WASHINGTON 

AT: ‘THIS: TIMEs BUT WOULD! WELCOME: OPPORTUNITY® ‘DISCUSS: ‘SURFACE: 
CORRIDORS: WITH: UeS*- EXPERTS: HERE! ON: MAY. T2=13— CHE! WILL. 
UNDERGO: MINOR: OPERATION’ & EVENING: OF! 13TH» WHICH: ‘RULES.:OUT” 
FOLLOWING: “FEW DAYS *} ‘HE! ADDED: HE} COULD: BEI BETTER: ‘PREPARED: 

-FORi DISCUSSIONS‘ Tr: HE! PROVIDED! IN: ADVANCE: WITH: UeS' PAPER» 
PARTICULARLY’ SINCE MFA: PAPER: GIVEN‘US APRIL! 22° APPEARS: ‘DI VERGE: 
IN! SEVERAL! SIGNIETCANT: RESPECTS: FROM PRESENT - ‘US's ‘VIEWS* 


20 HUYDECOPERI SUGGESTS: PURPOSE: ‘BILATERAL! TALKS: SHOULD! BE! 
TO! AGREE! ONi- PIECE! ‘OF! :PAPERi TO: BE! ‘DISTRIBUTED: ‘TOCOTHER: 
HAGUE! GROUP: MEMBERS: ‘FOR: STUDY: ~PRELIMINARY® TO: ‘NEXT HAGUE! °° 
‘GROUP! MEETINGS: “-TOi WATCH EXPERTS: bet oak BE’ NVI TED! FROM: : 


“ASU IN! CASE! DAYLIGHT: ELILGHTS + “HE: SAIDHE' WOULD! BE! VERY’ 
PLEASED’ IF FERGUSON! COULD! COME! BOTH: ON 12@THI-OR! 13THi:AND! 
— FOR! LATER! MEETING: OF!'GROUP». BUT INDICATED: THAT I 
MESTT: NPOsStsL EN Ae WOULD: PREFER’: WAVE: FERGUSON 


“CONF DENTE ALI 


cu. 


ee een et ea en : 


‘COME’ FOR! BILATERAL! TALKS* | 
“3% HUYDECOPER: WILLING ALSO’ DISCUSS! ICRC: FINANCING. AND 


BUT: WONDERS: TR IT ‘USEFUL! ADD! TO. NEXT’ GROUP: MEETING: SUBUECTS: NOT 


SUPPORT OF: SINGLE! ‘CORRIDOR: PROPOSAL! OR® ‘SET ‘OF: ‘PROPOSALS 


“STATES: FMG: HAS: MADE’ NUMEROUS: CONCESSIONS: WHILE: BIAFRANS: 
-MADE! NONEY AND: FMG: BELIEVES: BIAFRANS: SHOULD BE: ‘PRESSED: TO: 


— ABIDUANY: NOR: APPARENTLY: HAVETTALIANS ‘OR: BELGIANS’ HEARD! (FROM: 
_ BIAFRAe HUYDECOPER! HAD RECENT. OPPORTUNITY’ -RATSE® QUESTION: 
oe: WITH BIAFRAN: REPi WHO! ‘PASSING: THROUGH: NETHERLANDS: (FORMER: 
NIGERIAN: AMBASSADOR: TO: EC: IN: BRUSSELS) AND! WHO: WAS: RECEIVED: . 


Depariment af State TELEGR LF 
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COORDINATION: GOVERNMENT. CONTRIBUTIONS: TO: RELIEF! EFFORTS: WITH US». 


DIRECTLY: RELATED® ‘TO: SURFACE: CORRIDORSe GROUP! MEETING: ‘MILGHT. 
DISCUSS" -COSTS!:OF OPERATING: “SURFACE!: ‘CORRIDOR® BUT” EVEN: THIS” 
MIGHT’ BE! BETTER’ LEFT UNTTL: AFTER: CONSENSUS: ‘OBTAINED: TN: 


40 ON! DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS» HUYDECOPER#S: AFRICAN: BUREAU: CHIEFY 
VAN: ARKEL’ TOLD! EMBOFF! THAT: NETHERLANDS: AMBASSADOR: AT 
LAGOS: ‘RECEIVED: LETTER. FROM: PERMSEC: FMG: FONOFF!DATED: MAY? 2: 
(AFTER: DISCUSSION REPORTED IN LAGOS: 3654) WHICH: MOREi 
POSITIVE’ THAN: “APRIL: 4.5: FMG AIDE MEMOTRE! LETTER CONFIRMS: 
THAT IN: ‘PRINCIPLE: FMG: HAS: NO: OBJECTIONS: "SUBUECT «TO: 
SATISFACTORY: AGREED: ARRANGEMENTS: IN:. ADVANCE?" HOWEVER® {T° 


ACCEPT. SINGLE’ FMG: CONDITION» LeE os THAT FMG WILL: NOT” WAIVE: 
RIGHT: OFi AIR! SURVETLL ANCE! OF: LANDING: STRIP: ‘DURING: RELIEF! 
OPERATTONS». ‘IN-ORDER: ASSUREi THAT’ PRIVILEGE: NOT’ ABUSED BY 
NON® RELIEF! AIRCRAFT ® DUTCH! HAVE: NOT: YET, -RECET VED: ANY: 
REACTION: FROM: BIAFRANS: “FO! -DEMARCHES: IN: ‘DAR= ESe SALAAM: AND: 


BY* HUY DECOPER: AS!. "PRIVATE! ‘CITIZEN (PROTECT? ‘THIS! SOURCE! 
HADI EXPRESSED! -ILGNORANCE! OF: DUTCH! DEMARCHES® IN DARSES* “SALAAM 


~ AND! ABITDUAN® EXCEPT: FOR! ITALIAN: ANDi BELGIAN. EFFORTS! (REPORTED: eee 
EARLIER); ‘DUTCH! KNOW: ‘OF! NO: RECENT ‘DEMARCHES. ON’ DAYLIGHT” : eon wae Pos 
FLIGHTS: BY: OTHER! HAGUE! GROUP: MEMBERS’ pone eee a 
HAVE! SUSTIFTED! SILENCE: WITH! FACT THAT GERMAN: ‘PARLYAMENTARY . 
- DELEGATION: THAT’ VISTTED: NIGERTA EARLY APRIL! WAS: ASKED! TO: 
_ SUPPORT ‘DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS 


‘GERMANS: APPARENTLY» 
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SUBUECT? RELIEF! ASSISTANCE! TOr CIVIL ANE VICTIMS: ‘OF: 
NIGERIA/BIAFRA. CONFLICT. 
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LIECHTENSTEIN: REDI-CROSS::CONTRIBUTED!.6980':DOLS: 

TO! SWESS: RED! CROSS: IN' SUPPORT :OF!-MEDI.CAL! TEAM: 

TO! BIAFRA® CHARITABLE: COLLECTION’ CALLED! QUOTE 

WORLD! AND: HOMELAND: ASSOCTATION!‘UNQUOTE! CONTRIBUTED! 
115628: DOLS' TO. VARTOUS: SWISS: CHARITIES MAIN! PORTION: 
OF; WHICH) WENT: TO: BIAFRA COLLECTION! IN’ ZURICH — 
LIECHTENSTEIN: RED!.CROSS':GAVE! DIRECTLY CIRCA: 1000 — 
DOLS:. TO! BIAFRA. AND: ‘CIRCA: 258 DOLB:. TO' NIGERTA® “TRIVERS* 
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SUBJ: Nigerian Relief ~ Visit of Nigerian Ambassador Lyalla 


1. Ambassador Iyalla called on Ferguson May 5 and stated 

that he wished continue discussion started by Ferguson 

with Arikpo in London, April 22nd. He stated that surface 
corridor question had been Studied by Government officials 

and decided by highest councils that FMG should cooperate 

as fully as possible with Ferguson. Therefore, after study ~ 


it was decided that.Cross River surface corridor was acceptablein. © 


principle. In particular, they could approve use of LSM's 


carrying goods up Cross River to Ikot Okporo. Question of ‘road 5. 


route to Ikot Okporo ferry crossing presented some probleme» 5 


since the road and its feeder lines might not carry ‘full relic £ 


effort and ‘still serve as ‘communications link ee Nigerian 
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Which might affect security of Southeast State. 
Zé ITyalla further stated that re use LSM's on Cross River, the 
Nigerian admiralty would have no problem about inspection which 
could be at point other than Lagos-Apapa port. He indicated that 


they had to look forward to day when there would be no Biafran 


enclave, and the Federal Government would itself wish to use LSM's 
to bring relief and rehabilitation to the area. He also indicated 
that there were other surface corridors which would be feasible, 
yx provided hostility of local population not prevent their use. 
3. Ferguson welcomed this information and stated that we would be 
in position to utilize Cross River route by June lst; that the 


equipment would be in place by that time. With regard to truck 


route to Ikot Okporo, he said that his staff had carefully examined 
this road and felt that truck route wey would not interfere with 
existing military communications and could be properly maintained. ee 


The question of inspection could be worked out for example by 


allowing naval-boarding at sea before goods entered Cross River. 
Need for LSM's to move relief goods, no matter how military situati 


developed, was expressed. 
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4. Tyalla then stated he had heard church groups were pressing for ad 
two more C-97's. Ferguson: confirmed that whereas previously he had 
heard rumors of such request he had now received firm request. 


Iyalla said kexkadxasw that Lagos would have "'a sharp reaction" 


to any further contribution of planes to relief effort. He pointed 


out that the church groups (not the ICRC) were operating illegally 
over Nigerian territory. He further said that his Government was 
not interested whether or not planes were an actual addition to 
original four or would replace one és more cannibalized planes. 
Further, his Government would not be interested in a trade-off in 


which Nigerian Rehabilitation Commission would receive a like 


donation of planes. 
5. Lyalla pointed out that Uli Airfield is a military target and 


claimed that Federal Army would soon take it. At that point, 


presumably, it would not be possible fly relief goods into Biafra 


and we would have to rely on surface corridors. He made it increasi 


ly clear throughout & conversation that favorable progress on Cross 


River route would depend on. how we handled c-97' S. 


6% "Ferguson raised question of airdrops as one which had been eg 


increasing publicity. . Ambassador Iyalla responded - ir 
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the Federal eoverieee would never accept hae because they ae 
could not assure that weapons would not be airdropped too. He 

conceded readily, however, that airdrops from nieoae flying from 

Lagos was a different matter. 


7. LIyalla asked when Ferguson would be able travel to Lagos and 


indicated FMG was anxious that he return to discuss relief routes. 


Ferguson said Congressional relations kept him in Washington but 


he expected to return to Lagos during last two weeks in May and 
would remain for extensive discussions with Government officials. | 
8. The conversation ended with some discussion of hearings before 


Digg's Subcommittee. Iyalla stated that he had two staff members 


present at the hearings and had been pleased at the way hearings 


went. He was xk interested in getting a large number of copies of — 
when 
the hearings xasex they were published and we promised to take care. 


of his needs. 
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SUBU:s NIGERIAN: RELIEF LINDT tS: REPORT” ON DAYLEGHT® ATREIF IT 


le LAINDT CALLED!-ON: AMBASSADOR}. AFTERNOON: MAY 34 sHEHHADI RETURNED 
MAY’ 1 FROM, REBEL/-AREAS: WHERE!HE! ANDUGENERALI-BERG! (JCA) iHAD: . 
TWO: MEETINGS: WITHi: COMMISSIONER: “COOKEYs. CHIEFCOFI:STAFFISBIARRAN! 
AIR: FORCES: AND: CHIEF!: JUSTIC’:MBANEFO® NOT AND BERG: TOOK!:Up: 
QUESTION: ‘DAYLIEGHT | RELIEF) ELIGHTS! INt FIRST MEETING: ‘ON. APRIL! 28%. 
BUT: RECEIVED: ‘LITTLE! ENCOURAGEMENT™ ‘FROM REBELS»: FOLLOWINGEDAY: 
REBEL! CABINET: MET: -AND: ON) MORNING! APRILI:309_ ‘MBANEROt.SUGGESTED: 
TO: LINDT: BE! USEFULi-HOLDI SECOND! MEET ENGs.AT® THES: MEET ENG END T 5 
WHO RELUCTANT: GIVE: US): FULLIDETAILSS - ‘SAED PV ENTEREST™ WAS: ‘SHOWN! 
IN: ‘DAYLIGHT: Lal FT ‘PROPOSAL# :LINDT’: ANDICBERGUDEDINOT » RERETATUNOT 
SEE! 0 OdUKWU WHO: REPORTEDLY: SATS SOUTHERN! FRONT * a 


2% INI LAGOS: ON: MAY: 25 LINDT: ‘Saw CHIEF HOF I:STAFFI.EKPO! ANDI DERUTY: mrt: 
PERMSEC:. MENEXTAFF) ENAHORO: ANDi FOUNDI:BOTHi. RECEPTIVE! TO! ‘PRO®- = 
POSAL!-BUT: “THEY: FELT: ‘NEED: AWAIT: ARILKP Oi: RETURN} FROM? PAR 
BEFORE! PURSUING: ‘MATTER! FURTHER ®: | BERG: CAME: TOL. LAGOS: 
BUT’ LIENDT.. FELT! INADVISABLE: FOR HIM! BEV PRESENT: AT: ‘MEE! : Pret: 
FMG: ‘OFFICIALS + BERG». INCIDENTALLY). ESTIMATESSDAY: LIFT WOULD! 
PERMIT: 5B. PERCENT. INCREASE/:0 ERIN Bhelsale EM 8 ce 


LINDT | EN: HIS: CONVERSATIONS: Wi THI-BOTHI-REBELS:: AND EMGGOF 
BEDI NOT: ‘REPEAT NOT. PROPOSE! DAYLIGHT LIFT <AS!. AN‘ ADD 
CONTINUED! N NIGHT. “ELEGHTS: ANDI NOCREPE AT NOUSUGGEST I 
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THESEI.LINES: MADE? TO HIMi BY ‘REBELS» LipNDT™ EXPRESSED! VIEW! THAT. . ate ed 
PACKAGING: DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS: WITH NIGHT: FLEGHTS: WOULD: BE) NON@- ete 
STARTER® IN: HIS:-DISCUSSTONS: LINDT JOEDI-NOT: IDENTIFY. AIRSTRIP: 

TO! BE!:USED. BUT REFERRED). TO: "EXISTING: -STREPS"0 LINDT: APPEARED: 
SOMEWHAT OPTIMISTIC: AND::BASES: ALS! OPTIMISM.-ON) THE: FACT”. 

THAT’ BOTH! SIDES: AAD: EXPRESSED: THE: THOUGHT 1 THAT".COMMON: :GROUND* BOR: 
AN AGREEMENT MIGHT LITE! IN: DAYLIGHT: RELIEF FLIGHTS» HEV BELIEVES | 
BOTH! SIDES NOw LOOKING, FOR:SOMETHING: TO: AGREE|ONCENIHORE! THAT! 
SUCH! AGREEMENT MIGHT LEADi TO!.RESOLUTEON).CONFLICTs. © 


4 


4o LINDT: LEFT. FOR: SANTA: ISABEL! IMMEDIATELY - FOLLOWING HIS: TALK 
WITH AMBASSADOR: AND! WILLIE BEI IN: :GENEWA; MAY: -68 ANDi 79: ‘RETURNIENG 

TO! LAGOS: ON! MAY--9: WHEN! ‘HEL EXPECTS:. TO: ‘SEEM ARIKPO® LINDT ‘DOES: 
i NOT: REPEAT NOT DISCOUNT: ‘DIFFICULTIES. REACING! AGREEMENT 
: PARTICUARLY: WHEN: MODALITIES: SUCHi AS: INSPECTION: ANDI :SURVETLLANCE! 
| OFFER! EASY WAY OUT: TO. ED THER: STDEy BUT’: ‘BELIEVES: MODALITIES!:CAN 

READILY: ‘BE! RESOLVED: IF» AS::HE! BELIEVES». ‘BOTH!.SIDES: REALLY: 
LOOKING! FOR: SOME THING: TO! AGREE!:ONe 


i 
‘PAGE! 02: LAGOS: 98999 512382. 
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> INI RESPONSE! AMBASSADORS: QUESTIONS LIENDT 3 THOUGHT’ THERE! | 
NOTHING FERGUSON. MIGHT .DOi AT ‘MOMENT 3 ‘TOMASSTST | IN: Peeks: 
REACH. AGREEMENT | ‘ON: ‘DAY: LUFT « ; 


ae -6® SEEI-SEPTEL! FOR! ADDITIONAL! INFORMATION! DEVELOPED! INi CON» 
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SUBUS NIGERIAN RELTEF® CONVERSATTONI:WI THI LINDT 


REFs LAGOS 3999: 


le FOLLOWING! POLNTS: DEVELOPED: INI AMBASSADORS: MAY THIRD! - 
CONVERSATION: WITH LINOT WILL! BE: OFi INTEREST. ANDi:ARE}. EN: ADDITION: 
DISCUSSION. DAYLIGHT. RELIEF: FLIGHTS: ‘WHICHI:REPORTED:: REFMEL 


@o LINDT COMMENTED: ON: REFUGEE! '$1 TUATIONI BNI ‘OWERRI ARE As: 
ICRC: BEGAN: FEEDING: REFUGEES: THERE!.ABOUT. ‘MONTH: AGOLWHOL!HADI - ran 
BEEN! CAUGHT: BETWEEN. BATTLE!-LINES: FOR.FOURWOR)-F Fil VEi:MONTHS: -AND: 
WHO! AS: CONSEQUENCE: INi ‘BAD!.CONDITION® CURRENTLY». ICRC FEEDING: 


SOME: BBs 200! AND! CINOTs.. EN SEPARATE!.CONVERSATIONI WITH! MARKS: 


SAID: NUMBER: SOON: REACHI 1001 000% ADULTS: WERE) INU PARTICULARLY: 
BAD! CONDITION: Tone ‘AREA: BUT: CONST DERABLY® IMPROVED: IN? PAST MONTH 


3s. IN} REBEL! AREAS». .LIENOT: SAYS: ICRCLANDUdGAY ‘NOW: REACHING: TOTAL! 
‘Jed! MILLION: ‘PERSONS: ‘WITH! DOUBLE: RATIONS: iGIVENi IN: ‘SOME: EOCAT.FONS:. 
WHERE: NECESSARY SUBSTITUTE, -CSM! ‘FORVGARRI + GENERAL! CONDITION; 
OF! POPULACE:-NOT™ ‘REPEAT: Not: BAD “RELIEF! GROUPS: NOW: ‘PROVIDING ~ 
FOOD! FOR: ALLUHOSPI TALS: ANDY: HERUSONS! (MILT TARIAAS: MELLEL ASS 
COVIETAN © os 
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RIVER*e AT PRESENT TIME» ICRC: HAS! TWO! TEAMS: EAST % :OF i THE! IMO AND! 
1S ‘USING: BOTH: BRIDGE: CROSSINGS o. Et: “HAS? :S TOCK! ELE! FOOD: AT: ZURU 
SOUTHEAST OF’ UMUAHIA ‘WHEREi.ONE: TEAM: LOCATED: [CRC SENDING ‘TWO: 
LORRIES: DAILY: (PREVIOUSLY: WAS: be) TO! ABIRIBA. (BETWEEN! AFIKPO: 
Se SANDE UMUAHT A) WITHOUT: INTERFERENCES - FMG: FORCES). ‘HE! REPORTS» : 

STOPPED. AT UMUAHIA. -ANDL.O.1Di ‘NOT: -ATTEMPT ‘MOVE! WEST: ‘TOL TAKE NEARBY 
IMO: BRIDGE*. LINDT. CONSIDERING: 'SENDINI TEAM: TOl. AROCHUKUS AREA 

BUT’ HAS: NO; REPEAT NO: IDEA. NUMBER: OF; REFUGEES: “THAT . ‘AREA® 


{ 2 
| Bae LINDT REPORTS MORALE: OF: ICRC: TEAMS: HIEGHI- AND) HE} TOLD. MARKS: 
SERSONNEL! ‘REASONABLY WELLI-SETTLED). ENiNEWiHEADQUARTERS! EN: 
VOCATIONAL: SCHOOL! BUILDING? JAGGI | LIVING. ABOUT: ‘HALF: ‘HOUR: 
DISTANCE! IN: ‘HOUSE: OWNED: BY’ SIR: LOUIS: MBANEFO’ -AND!.45! EXPATRIATES: 
SERVING: AS: ACTUAL: MEMBERS. ‘OF MEDICOe FEEDING: TEAMS» © TWO: 
"BIAFRA™ RELUEF: TEAMS: ALSO: ‘STLLLI FUNCTIONDNG's. - 


60 ‘LINDT COMMENTED: ON: "ENORMOUS! EFFORT’. INCREASE! FOOD!’PRODUCTION: 
INi REBEL! AREAS» PARTICUARLY HEAVY PLANTINGCOFi :MAIZEs. “CASSAVA 
ANDI COCOA: YAM: LEAVES: OF i WHICH HAVE! CONST DERABLEI PROTETN! CONTEN T° 
HE! REPORTS. DRe MA: AND: TWo: OTHER: MEMBERS: FOOD+SURVEY TEAM 
ASSEMBLING: DATA. AND: EXPECT. LEAVE! FOR: REBELI: AREAS: *SOON®% - 


70 LINDT REPORTS: FUEL! PROBLEM: INI SANTA. TSABEL|/WHICHI/HE! HOPES: 
RESOLVE, SOON’ ICRC:-HAD!-BEEN) ASSURED:.BY<COMMERCIALL IMPORTER 
THAT: DC#7. FUEL! WOULD BE! ABOARD! INCOMING: TANKER:-BUT-ON!, ARRIVAL! 
ae 0 CARRIED. ONLY AUTOMOTIVE|GASe THERE: ARE! STORES: PUELISUI TABLE! 
FOR) DC#7 ON). ISLAND: BUT: THESE! "IMPOUNDED" BY AUTHORITIES*®. 00 0. 
MEANWHILE» DC-7° FLIGHTS: REDUCED: TO! ONE: ‘OR! ENG PER! NEGHT: UNTILI . 
FUEL PROBLEM’ RESOLVED» 
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Ambassador Iyalla, stated that he had come in to continue the 
discussion started by Mr. Ferguson with Dr. Arikpo in London on 
April 22nd. He stated that the question of a surface corridor 
had been studied by Government officials in Lagos and it had been 
decided in the highest councils that the FMG should cooperate 
as fully as possible with Mr. Ferguson. Therefore, after study 
it had been decided that the Cross River surface corridor was all 
right in principle. — In particular, the Government could approve | 
the use of LSM's carrying goods up the Cross River to. Ikot Okporo. 
The question. of a road route to the ferry crossing at Ikot Okporo 


presented some problems, since the road and its feeder lines might: 


not be able to carry the full relief effort and. ‘still be used as 


a communications link’ by. the Nigerian Ary. eee 


affect the security. of the Sd ect State. 


Ambassador Tyalla eureher. stated that with régav di: to tehe 
of LSM's' on. the Cross River route, the Nigerian admiralty would 
have no problem about inspection at; “Lagos:. Arrangements ‘could 
be worked out. fo inspection somewhere | other: than the port a 
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Lagos-Apapa. He mentioned that, in fact, it might 

be good for the Nigerian Navy to observe the use of 

LSM's in action. And he indicated that they had to 

look forward to the day when there would be no Biafran : — 
enclave, and the Federal Government would itself be : ae 
interested in using LSM's to bring relief and rehabilita- Ce 
tion into the area. He also indicated that there might 
be other surface corridors which would be feasible, 
provided that the hostility of the local population to 
the movement of goods along such waterways into Biafra 
would not prevent their use. 


In reply, Mr. Ferguson welcomed this information 
and stated that we would be in a position to utilize 
the Cross River route by Jume lst; that the equipment 
would be in place by that time. With regard to a truck 
route to Ikot Okporo, he said that his staff had carefully 
examined this road and felt that a truck route would 
not interfere with existing military communications and 
that the road could be maintained to bear such heavy 
traffic. He felt that the question of inspection could 
be worked out for example by allowing a naval-boarding 
at sea before the goods entered the Cross River. The 
need for the LSM's to move relief goods, no matter how 
the military situation developed, was expressed. 


Ambassador Iyalla then stated that he had heard that 

the church groups were pressing for two more C-97's. 

Mr. Ferguson confirmed that whereas previously he had 

heard rumors that they wished to obtain two more C-97's, 

he had now received a firm request. Ambassador Iyalla 

said that Lagos would have "a sharp reaction" to any 

further contribution of planes to the relief effort. 

He pointed out that the church groups (not the ICRC) were 
operating illegally over Nigerian territory. He further 
stated that his Government was not interested in whether _ 
or not the planes were an actual addition to the original . 
four or whether they would replace one or more cannibalized— 

planes. Further, his Government would not be interested ino 
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a trade-off in which the Nigerian Relief and Rehabilitation 


Commission would receive a like donation of planes. He 
_ protested that Omo-Bare had no need for planes. 


The Ambassador pointed out that Uli Airfield is a 
military target and he claimed that the Federal Army 
would soon take it. At that point, presumably it 
would not be possible to fly relief goods into Biafra 
and we would have to rely on a surface corridor. He 
made it increasingly clear throughout the conversation 
that favorable progress on the Cross River route would 
depend on how we handled the C-97's, 


Mr. Ferguson raised the question of airdrops as 
one which had been given increasing publicity. Ambassador 
Tyalla responded immediately that the Federal Government 
would never accept airdrops because they could not assure 
that weapons would not be airdropped, too. He conceded 
readily, however, that airdrops from planes flying from 
Lagos was a different matter. 


The Ambassador asked when Mr. Ferguson would be able 
to travel to Lagos and indicated that the FMG was anxious 
that he return to discuss relief routes. Mr. Ferguson 
said that Congressional relations had kept him in Washing- 
ton, but that he expected to return to Lagos during the 
last two weeks in May and would remain for extensive 
discussions with Government officials. 


The conversation ended with some discussion of the 
hearings before the Diggs' Subcommittee. The Ambassador 
stated that he had two of his staff members present at 
the hearings, and had been very pleased at the way the 
hearings went. He was interested in getting a large 
number of copies of the hearings as soon as they were 
published and we promised to take care of his needs. — 
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1. Schott, pec ive Director, Office of Special Coordinator, a 


arrives Geneva via TWA #830 on May 7th at 10:15 a.m.; 


prepared assist Ambassador in talks Freymond, Lindt and other 


ICRC officials. Schott has complete dossier and prepared deal 
with technical, legal and other aspects matter. 

2. Ferguson decided not repeat not telephone Freymond since 
telephone call only xe likely result in further evasive state~ 
ment. We consider LSM issue crucial in our relations with ICRC 


and can not afford further procrastination by ICRC. 
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Thursday or Friday if time permits. 
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Ay Re daylight flights: Ferguson does not intend press Lagos or 
Biafrans on daylight flights at this time. It is necessary that 
other interested governments achieve a coordinated approach to Lagos 
and Biafran side before drawing again on Ferguson. FYI - Ferguson 
intends return West Africa immediately after next Hague meeting and 


will be prepared then undertake necessary demarches on surface 


routes and/or daylight flights. ‘End FYI. 


5. We doubt that Dutch demarches could be viewed as counter-productive. 
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would be prepared happily to utilize it for humanitarian 
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differences of view among members present on question of Ta] 
financial support but all were free to give their support to 
Canair. 
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HOSPITAL (WORST ‘CRSES) AND: TUR ANT pNRG( TRECUPERATH VEL STAGED 
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~ WiTH: APPROX’:39) TO''5@; MOREC EXPECTED! SHORTLY» GOVERNOR! DELIGHTED — 
- WHEN DAWSON’ SPOKE: OF. 5@:'ODD' ‘CHILDREN: HE’ ENCONNTERED: IN. BIAFRAN! 
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‘Honorable Char rles. C. igus, Jee 


“. Chairman 


Subcommittee on ASTOR: 
Foreign Affairs. Committee - 
House of: Rapresentatives— 
SMeshington D. wes 20515 


Dear Me Chairman: 

habe otumned ‘herewith. the transcript of the 
haetioay by Clarence Clyde. Ferguson, <dr.; Special 
Coordinator.on relief to the civilian victims of 
“the Nigerian civil. ‘war, as. given in open session . 

before the ‘Subcommittee on: April. OM, 19694.’ 


‘Minder: factual and grammatical corrections have been 
Made and additional int formation. Teques ted. has been) 
supplied: for. the record. 
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Classification 
Cisin | ACTION: USMISSION GENEVA 
INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
REFERENCE: GENEVA 957 > 
SUBJECT: Nigerian Relief Program: Proposed TDY Assignment U.S. oxy 
Mission Geneva - Harvey Gutman Va 
JOINT STATE/AID MESSAGE | C, 
C+ 


1. Request Mission concurrence TDY assignment Harvey Gutman to rotate 
between Geneva and Washington as member of Ferguson staff. Expect 
majority of time to be spent in Geneva in liaison with ICRC and working 
with ICRC staff on common programming, budgeting concerns relative to 


Nigerian relief. This in accordance with Ferguson/Freymond understanding. 


2. In addition to above responsibilities, Gutman will assist Mission 
in providing AID information essential to its funding and program 
responsibilities in line with reftel. 

3. Request Mission furnish two office spaces with secretarial 


7 
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assistance for use by Ferguson staff on temporary duty in connection 
Nigerian relief, i 
| 

Drafted by: AFR/ CWA:HWilson Ww Telegraphic transmission and 6 | . 
U/cr:ADewey 5/1/69 duitesion spond ne _ APR/ OWL Keyed Noni | eect lh | 
Clearances: Naas ; oe 4d 
FSP/EA:Simmonds (phone AFR/MGT:Hahne (phone ORM:Sobofka (phohe i 
A/PM:HRoss (phone I0:Neilsen (phone U/CF:CFerguson {in draft) | 
AFR/MGT:Metsker (phone) AFR:WSmith (phone) REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
UNCLASSIFIED PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” ‘ 
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he Gutman is a FSR-2 and has a M.A. in ac eScaee nck finance, administration. — oe 
He is fluent in French’ aid German. He has ‘iat; coupteced a tour of duty 

assisting the Minister/Director of Thailand in planning and negotiating a 

major rural development program. His previous experience includes assignments 

as Senior AID Official in Paris dealing with ivensh Government and banks 

concerned with foreign economic programs; Senior Washington Desk Officer 

for economic assistance operations in six African countries, eye program 

assignment in Togo; and preparation annual economic analysis of Laos 


Government budget. Available Geneva any time after May 12. 
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ee - -REBESL Pat THEREFORE! BE. ABLE! HOLD! THIS" * SECTOR! UNLESS’ 
THEY: ‘THEMSELVES! ‘CHOOSE: WITHDRAW ‘TO:.AREAS: WEST: OR) IMOLRIVERS - . 
INI SUM. AREA, IS:AT- PRESENT CONSEDERED! UNCONTESTEDS - a 


“WITa. ‘SPROWLS! FOR! INSPECTION’ ‘OKO! AND! WARRIL IN HEB WEBT, 
He RETURNENG LATE! :MAY26 HE! WILL) ATTEMPT DEVELOP! FURTHER! INFORMA: 
i TION: FROM WATERWAYS: SOURCES” INi WARRT* IN! RESPONSE! REFTELS- 


es © ALTTHOUGH!:CROSS: RIVERIROUTE! WOULD: APPEAR’ STILL! FEASTLBLE! 
ish -CORRTDQR: LNT OWREBEL: HELD! AREA: ROUTE!WOULD!L NOT: REPEAT” 

NOTE “BE: ‘USUABLE! TO® REACH ‘MAJOR PART OF! POPULATION: IN! REBEL! 

CARERS WHO: NOW|. GATHERED: WEST” ‘OF! IMO! ‘RIVER® THIS: ie: BECAUSE! 


foun eee 


- KCCESS: To: BRIDGELOVER! IMO’ WEST: OF (UMUAHTA: ‘CONTROLLED! BY* 
-FEDERA S: AND. OWERRIABA/;ROAD: BRIDGE’ REMAINS! CONTESTED’. 
“SEV CNEW ‘CORRIDOR: CONSIDERATIONS: WOULD! THERERDRE! OBTAINS: 
NDING: ON DEGREE! TO. WHICH AREA IS: "cUT” OFF'FROM REBEL! 

ARTERS!, ANDD DIRECT EON. TOERE};COULD) BE! ‘DIFFICULTIES: 

OUT MODALITIES: FOR RELIEF! ROUTE) FOOD! TRANSFERY 

On lCa WITH: REMAINING REBELLLEADERSHTB! INI” 

* ‘SECONDEY): SINCE! ICRC{ AND PRESUMABLY’ 

RAWN WEST: ‘OFF IMOCCORRITDOR: 
sue Bue eg oe eneneen ei 


i SALEENG: ac uae 
PPARTICULARLY. sil 
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HAS: “BEEN: No: REPEAT: NOCGREAT’ EXODUS: OF! REFUGEES: “ENTO! “APIKPO! 
AREA; ‘SO! ‘FAR’ ALTHOUGH: ROAD: WEST: FROM! ‘UMUAHTA, WAS: REPORTED: 
CLOGGED: 'WETH)- REFUGEES: ‘BEFORE: CITY %s: Falll IT DIF AE CULT ‘ESTIMATE! 

HOW! MANY: ‘REMAINED: IN| AREA: ‘SOUTH!. AND: ‘EAST. OF: UMUAHITAs eSEEMS: | 
LIKELY iHOWEVERY > “MANY FLED! Toi BUSH! AND’ REMAENI: IN: AREAs : 


7 OTHER: ROUTES’ | TN: “ABSENCE? POSSEBYLITY: ‘ON) GROUND! SURVEY 
ORASHT RIVER!|ROUME: WENHAVE! LITTLE! TO: ADDI TO! ‘PREV TOUS! 


INFORMATION: ‘SUBMITTED! ‘ON _OGUTA:, WATERROUTES(WARRT/BURUTUs . 


AND: 1711 (FEB: 38) ‘AND: INVESSENCE! INDICATES! ORASHT. RIVER’ 
TECHNICALEY UNSUT TABLE EVEN! INIHiGH! WATERLSEASON( JUNEUNOV) | 
EVEN: TF’: ‘EMG POLTTICAL[ AND! MILITARY OBUECTIONS: COULD! BE: OVER 


COME 'STNCE:: ‘FALLLOFMUMUAHTA,, ATRSTRIPS! (AND! OGURA) ENENI MORE! 


CLEARLY: ‘EMERGE! AS! 'PRINCTRALI-EMGIMILT TARY ® OBYECTIVER ALTHOUGH! 
OUR" INFORMATION’ BASED) CHTEECY: ON! DUTCH! NEDECON!. RIVER! STUDY > | 


pee Reeds 


(LUNDS: PLAN). ROUTE! PEASTOLE NDI WEI WOULD! OF” COURSE! BEI INTEREST. 


ED: IN’ ‘THEIR’. VIEWSS. 


_ THERE! 1S: DEARTH INEORNAT ON: HERE ON! THO: RIVER: WHICH: DOES: 


WAR’ iDAYS's” 


ie TOGETHER: AS: - RAFT" BORNSRREATN- TOC NENORUADRE ‘OF! OPQBOSACCORDING 
TOUNTS: ‘BOBISECTIONI:333 - INCANDWAVERWAY) a»: IMO’ Ist CNAVIGABLEL 


WATEWAY: AS! ‘FARUUPSTREAM AS). -ABA/OWERRI * ‘ROAD! CROSSINGS - ay 
ESCRIBES' CARNNECUWE DIM ASS ABI TOUSGENERERSS WATER! LEVEL! 
GH WATER RESES! 1 6847003. 0 METERS! WITH STRONG”CURRENTS* 
“TREES! OF TENUOBSTRUCT’:CHANNEL's: BEFORE! TMOCRT VER? ‘COULD! 
-CONSTDERED: ASVPOTENTIAL! RELGEE! CORREDOR ROUTED - 
ig or aarea Soe Lee 
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FOR! INFUSEON| RELILEF) SUPPLIES. INV EVENT’ EMMPNENT" COLLAPSE! 
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ACTION -UCFi @5 
INFO: OCT. O1sAF! O7feRSRIB1sRSC: Bl s/OT5 wi 
R’ 116852: MAY: 69! 
FM AMEMBASSY* LAGOS: 
TO SECSTATE: WASHDC: 6395: 


LIMITED OFFICIAL! USE: LAGOS: 3821 


NIGERIAN: RELIEF: 


SUBJECT’ 


REF’ STATE*S: 967056 


fe WOOD’ IN’ MID! WEST’. AND) RETURNS! LATE! MAY® 2s REFTELI 


UNFORTUNATELY ARRIVED} AFTER: ‘ATS: DEPARTURE: FOR WARRI - AND! 
EMBASSY’ ‘HAS: LOOKED: INTOW QUESTION® 


2» FREIGHTER! FUCTNATORE! ‘ENTERED! WARRI ‘RIVER: BY: YBUALL: ROUTE! 
THROUGH! EXCRAVOS: RIVER: (1726: FI -DEPTH! PUUS: 3=4F 7 ON! TEDE) | 
THENCE VIA: CHANOMI ; ‘CREEK AND: ‘FORCADOS: RIVER*- PRESUME! — 
QUESTION. ARISES: BECAUSE! ‘OF! LENGTH’ FUCINATORE® WITH! 
LENGTH':573. FEEM VESSEL: WAS: ‘ONEL OF! LONGEST’ IN) LOCAL 
MEMORY TO’ NEGOTIATE: :-BENDS: OF: ‘RIVER! TO: WARRICAVERAGE! _ 
LENGTH 1S’ 480 FEET) e. IT" 1S! THOUGHT THAT! FUCINATORE! Dis-» 

CHARGED: ‘PPE: AT JUNCTION WARRI: ‘RIVER! AND! CRAW: FORD! CREEK. 

- BECAUSE™ “SHE: ‘PROBABLY: ‘COULD: ‘NOT. NEGOTIATE: LAST BEND INTO! : 

-WARRI AND! THAT: ‘SHELLI' BP: CONTRAETOR' ‘DESIRED! DISCHARGE! ON: ie 
THAT SIDE! ANIA SE» : ae 

EXEMPT. 
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#RSRi OT, 


NSAET OO 2RSC U1 S82 } 087°. Wi 


Root i eget darenncee: : ‘P64BT>: 


0: O11449Z: MAY. 69..Z2FF oy 
FM! ‘USMISSTON!: GENEVA, 
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TO SECSTATE! WASHDC: IMMEDIATE! 1756: Cal 


INFO! AMEMBASSY’ -COTONOU: IMMEDIATE! 
AMEMBASSY*.LAGOS: |: " 


" AMEMBASSY” LISBON! 
USUNI'NEW YORK: 3046: 


8: EL CORVENT: GENEMAY 1356: | ne | 
REFW STATE: 065413: at | 7 
le TCREVGENEVA TODAY: AUTHORIZEDOWRSSENY. ‘COTONQUY «AND! 'JAGGT: IN’ 

BIAFRA, PROVIDE! TRANSPORTATION! ‘ON! AIRLIFT FLIGHTS: FOR’ DAWSON! 

ASS REQUESTED REFTEL® 


2'e ICRC'POINTS: OUTT TRAVEL! WIELIBELAT: ‘PASSENGER!S® ‘OWN: RISKis 
TUBBY’ : 


